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Chapter 1: Introduction

Climate Change issue poses challenge to both Northern and Southern countries. There is a significant threat to the achievement of MDG, National Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development. The world has to find ways for all the people in developed and developing countries to create well-being in the limits of globe’s bio and atmospheric capacity. Without numerous sustainable technological and social innovations, the new well being is not  possible. This is a special added challenge for developing countries as the negative effects of climate change as well as economic globalisation tackle first and worst the weakest and marginalised people.

So far, the developing countries have not had climate change issues on the top of their priority lists. Urgent action is needed to adopt climate strategies that reduce the vulnerability of their populations and improve adaptive capacity of societies. Climate change mitigation must not be viewed in isolation from other highly important challenges such as equitable access to energy, clean water, alleviating poverty and achieving economic growth in emerging markets.

The existing international political processes created to address the climate change issue and to create new global future are often highly bureaucratic and far from the hands of common masses. Marginalised groups do not get their voices heard and especially women and adivasis  are set aside of the processes that deeply influence their lives.    

No political process can fully succeed without a significant participation of civil society and it is widely understood that sustainable world can be created only if all the citizens of the globe are able to contribute to the decision making process both politically and through their everyday life.

The civil society has a strong role in United Nation’s decision making in theory. Control and monitoring of the processes is expected to be done by civil society and civil society organisations. There is a need for capacity building in developing countries about participation in UN processes.

In this project, the main aim is to collect the best practices to enhance participation of marginalised voices into the UN decision making processes. This pilot project aims to collect information and test new sustainable forms of participation in United Nations Climate Change processes. This pilot project will then feed concrete ideas to promote the establishment of the Global Civil Society Fund.

In this particular research project, climate change issue is taken as an example and efforts made by the civil society organisations in India, especially in five states, where Citizens’ Global Platform members have their chapters active, are documented. 
As first phase of the research, a base line survey was conducted to identify the civil society actors actively working on the issue of climate change. 
The second phase of the research focused on the in-depth study on the understanding of how far civil society organisations are aware of the issue of climate change and how participatory they are in the local, state, national and international policy and decision making process. The in-depth study also focuses on  assessing the level of information the general public have got and the cross cutting issues on climate change and who influences or take a lead role in climate policy at different levels in the country. 
CGP India believes climate change is a global issue with concrete local solutions if there is a political will to hear the unheard voices of the marginalised majorities all over the world.
Chapter II Methodology
Title of the Research : 
“ Study on Civil Society Actors in raising the voices of climate equity in India” – Phase II In-depth Research.
Relevance of the Research:
Global warming and climate change are the major issues of concern for many in the world today. The general masses in a country like India, though they are aware of the changes in the climate change and experiencing the consequences of climate changes, are not fully informed about the root cause for such a condition. 
The poor in the South cannot change climate much since their sustainable life is mostly emissionless and the rich countries undermined them by the rights of business to emit and trade carbon and to pollute for the needs of over-consumptions in the name of reductions.

The marginalised majorities have their own way of sustainable living and now find adaptive and mitigation strategies to cope with the existing changes in the climate. It is high time that the other unsustainable, market driven, over-consuming world turn its attention and focus on this side to learn a lot from them. 

To start that kind of a focus, CGP India focused on the problems faced by the marginalised majorities due to climate change and global warming especially women, adivasis, small and marginal farmers and the coastal community. This in-depth survey deepens our understanding on the issue and the role of civil society organisations in raising the voices of climate equity in India. This understanding, in the context of COP15 and other discussions, will be more relevant and useful for future meaningful actions.

The Objective of the research:

The study aims at finding out what are the biggest challenges and strengths of civil society actors in India in raising the opinions and voices of the marginalised people into national and international decision-making. The study in two different phases support and complement each other.
The primary objectives of the in-depth research are :

     --- To get preliminary results for discussion

     --- To share ideas for the development of mechanisms of participation

     --- To produce material for immediate lobbying purposes.

Area of the study:

CGP India has five chapters in five states namely New Delhi - NCR (National Capital Region), Uttarakhand, Chattisgarh, Karnataka and TamilNadu. In all these chapters, as first phase of the research a  base line survey was conducted to identify the civil society actors. In the second phase, in in-depth study, these civil society actors with other potential civil society members were invited for the in-depth discussion in the regional workshops held in all these five regions at different periods of time. The focused area of the study are these five regions but widely sharing the issues in the coast, plains and forests of the Indian subcontinent.
Sample of the study:

The sample of the study is the civil society actors working with 
change issue and marginalised people. They are individuals, researchers, academicians, NGOs, Networks, movements, mass organisations and trade unions.
Limitations of the study:
In this research phase, the major problem encountered is collecting the relevant data on time from the respondents. India, being a vast country with heterogenous culture has wide variety of approaches to each problem. People in different parts of the country adopt different strategies and techniques to tackle the problems they face in their everyday life. It is very difficult to cull out all the strategies and techniques and document them.
Chapter 3: Discussions from the Regional and National Workshops
This chapter gives the reader a detailed picture about the focus of the discussions held in the regional workshops of five chapters of CGP.
Educational Workshop in Delhi NCR:

Delhi NCR organised one day workshop on “Climate Change: Prominent Debate and Unheard Voices” in Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi on 15th September 2009.Around 60 people participated in the workshop. Ring side view of contemporary climate change discourse was presented by Mr.Dev Dutt. Veteran Gandhian, Mr.Anupam Misra discussed in length the water crisis and traditional mitigation techniques. Dr.Savyasachi discussed about carbon colonialism, consumerism and climate change.

“ Nature has everything for one’s need but not for the greed” – M.K.Gandhi
The Delhi NCR workshop passed a resolution calling upon all members of UN, CSOs, Industries and Citizens’ of Mother Earth to join together at this moment of global crisis to adapt all possible steps to check and control dangerous shift in climate conditions.
Educational Workshop in Uttarakhand:
The Uttarakhand Chapter of CGP organised two day workshop on “Socio-Ecological Impacts of Climate Change on Uttarakhand Himalayas” on 19th and 20th September 2009 in Almora in collaboration with the faculty of Education, Kumaun University. More than 95 participants with equal number of women participants, activists, socio-political workers, scientists, scholars and NGO members were in the workshop. 

The Uttarakhand workshop passed a resolution that climate change is adversely effecting all in general and the marginalised in particular. The frequency of natural disasters in Uttarakhand has increased due to change in climate. The Northern Countries must change their life style and reduce their carbon emissions urgently. All socio-political forces must join hands together to make collective efforts for arresting the negative drift in climate conditions.
Educational Workshop in Chhattisgarh:
 In Chhattisgarh, the regional workshop was organised on 26th and 27th September 2009 on “Socio –Ecological Consequences of climate Change on Chhattisgarh” at Goss Memorial Centre, Raipur. 36 grassroot members from different social sectors participated in the workshop. The focus of the workshop was on the aspects of globalisation, health, security, agriculture related issues and climate change in the Chhattisgarh state. 

At the end of the workshop, it was resolved that all should join hands and work together towards the following initiatives, which are very essential to mitigate the problems arising because of global warming and climate change. 

· need of public awareness 

· need of progressive movement for the demands 

· priority to small-scale industries 

· obey the order and rules of environment 

· stop destruction of forest 

· solid waste management 

· plant trees as much as possible 

· issue the certificate for forestation 

· preservation of traditional knowledge

· include the aspects of climate change in the syllabus of schools 

· display in every gram panchayat for the same 

· end liquor shops 

· nominal use of crackers 

· government should make policy on establishment of agriculture based industries 

· rights over land, water & forest should not be given individuals and companies 

· proper implementation of PRI 1993 Act 63 Section 40 

· Health check up of people and water test of nearby village of industrial area should be conducted quarterly and the report of the same should be nationwide 

Educational Workshop inTamilNadu:

The TamilNadu state level workshop on climate change was held on 24th and 25th of September 2009 at Justice Krishna Iyer Community Hall, Madurai.  88 participants including 24 women participated in the workshop.  The resource persons from different parts of the State highlighted the risks faced by the marginalised farming community, women, dalits and adivasis in TamilNadu due to climate change factor. 

Following declaration was made by the participants of CGP TN Chapter at the end of the workshop:

This statement by the workshop is a critical reflection of the development approach being pursued which have caused global warming. The workshop addresses the pressing need for change in the system and the structure of socio economic and political governance ensuring Eco – Social Justice with peace and sustainable livelihood for everyone. 

1. The participants of the two day workshop from different eco-regions of TamilNadu considered the global warming a very serious issue for the entire planet, people and other living beings. In view of the extent of damage caused so far with potential threat on the sustainable livelihood for the marginalized majorities, the participants make a fervent appeal to one and all to critically look at the conventional development approach which benefits  a few at the cause of majority. 

2. The development approach being pursued by the North has left the world to a disastrous condition and depleting the South of its natural resources, depriving the weaker sections. 

3. The participants strongly felt that the voices of the marginalised neither heard of at the national and global level in the decision making process. 

4. The depth and breadth of problem being unprecedented, demands a thorough change at national and global level with a global democracy, where in the voices of the majority be inclusive and participatory. 

5. The governance at local, regional, national and global level should have a check on any development initiative and programmes in carbon – mitigative, and the fruits of development reach the majority ensuring equity. 

6. The conventional, dominant, elite – centric democratic approach have bred hatred, conflict, and tension among right from individual level to global level  leading to arms -race, a major cause of global warming, emitting carbon in the atmosphere, diverting resources to destructive purposes rather than sustainable development equity approach. 

Educational Workshop inKarnataka:

The State Level workshop of CGP Karnataka Chapter was conducted on 24th Oct. 2009 at ISI, 24, Benson Road, Benson Town, Bangalore. Dr.Sagar Dhara focused the discussion on “ Gain maximization for a few vs Risk minimization for all:  Choice human society has to make to avoid self-destruction in the 21st Century?”
The central problem is- How much energy can we take from the Nature?  To answer that, we need to ask ourselves the question, “What is our relationship to nature?”.
The discussion in Karnataka focused on the health issue and raised questions on:
· Projected climate change-related exposures that are likely to affect the health status of millions of people, particularly those with low adaptive capacity, through:

· increases in malnutrition and consequent disorders, with implications for child growth and development;

· increased deaths, disease and injury due to heat waves, floods, storms, fires and droughts;

· the increased burden of diarrhoeal disease;

· the increased frequency of cardio-respiratory diseases due to higher concentrations of ground level ozone related to climate change;

· and, the altered spatial distribution of some infectious disease vectors.

The workshop focused on the emission reduction, carbon trading, polluters pay concept and the adaptive strategies of adivasis.

The discussions from the five regional chapters had helped the research team to coordinate the civil society actors who focused on climate change issues and brought out the abovesaid findings and resolutions.
National Workshop and its outcomings:

CGP India stands for equity at all levels. We strongly feel the purpose of governance has been defeated by few elites at the cost of the marginalised majorities.

The CGP, India is very much concerned that the governments and the state at the national and global levels have become almost captive of the multinational corporates. It is the multinational sovereignty that prevails rather than State sovereignty.

CGP India held a two-day national dialogue on ‘Civil Society Organisations’ participation in Climate change” at Nagpur on November 15-16 2009. Following are the basic understandings of the civil society members who paticipated in the workshop: 

1. In the post industrial revolution era of development, the majority of people were systematically marginalised for benefit of few. In this process of development, in the name of democracy, development, egalitarian society what has taken place is an irreversible destructive process. In this context, we firmly assert the kind of development that has taken place is more destructive, purely materialistic and without concern for all forms of life, livelihood and equity.

2. Everyone accepts and recognises “Equity” as their cardinal principle of development and goal of governance despite more than a century of development and governance process. The result is negative in all aspects of our lives. Hence, we declare and demand there is an urgency to critically look at this development paradigm to save the planet and lives on it from disaster and death. 

3. The practice of scaling development in the name of “GDP” does not reflect the real quality and happiness of everyone. So, there is an urgent need to scale development with alternative scale of quality of life and happiness.

4. We believe and affirm that the Adivasi way of life is independent of any hegemony and dependence on the so-called mainstream society. Hence, we believe that the Adivasi lifestyles need to be followed to save the mother Earth. It is to be noted that the Adivasi philosophy and perspective of life are self-sustaining and based on the symbiotic relationship with the Nature.

5. We recognise the fact that the Western world is mainly responsible for the present situation arising out of the climate change due to global warming. The fact that they are not ready to change their lifestyles immersed in consumerism and over-exploitation of the natural bounties. Now, the same world has been creating fear psychosis among the people in the developing world even as it has no tangible and concrete solutions. Neither the so-called first world is ready to initiate steps to reduce carbon emissions. Their desire to retain power and hegemony is only adding to the already worsened situation.

6. We acknowledge the present condition of the world order is established to protect the mighty leaders of the international financial capital. The world is governed by invisible dictatorship by the great Lords of finance. There is an organised genocide worldwide on the poor, the elderly, the marginalised, the physically and mentally challenged, etc., who are considered potentially useless in the consumeristic market economy.

Hence, we hereby demand:

1. That the Copenhagen Summit to evolve a system and structure with a policy framework for the member States and governments wherein they ensure participation of people at all levels and bring them in the decision making processes.

2. That the Copenhagen Summit must put an end to the world financial dictatorship. This is the sole cause for the present catastrophe of eco-bio life on planet Earth.

3. That relying heavily on the ruling of leading corporate thinkers, experts, politicians, economists, and cultural elite for undoing the damage caused to the Earth and humanity has resulted zero-sum. Hence, the Summit at Copenhagen must bestow the present climate repairing task to the UN general Assembly, instead of handing it over to the UN Security Council or the G-8 Group or the big corporate circle which has corporate vested interests.

4. That the UN must remove the Veto power only to a privileged few and provide all member countries the power to vote and decide on the majority vote system so that collective and tangible decisions are made to implement the relevant international instruments.

5. That all nuclear powers destroy and demolish their nuclear stockpiles and other dangerous weapons of mass destruction.

6. That the United Nations General Assembly set up a UN body to act as global authority by integrating all people and nature-centred national policies for combating the threat of climate change.

7.  That India should show courage and without being bullied by any hegemonistic power must play a lead role in the talks at Copenhagen on behalf of the whole developing world as India is a major developing country cannot shirk from its global responsibilities.

8. That India needs to have a paradigm shift in its thinking on the whole climate change discourse in favour of the marginalised communities. It should not change its stand quite frequently on the international and hegemonistic pressure coming from certain power blocks. Instead, Parliament should be taken into confidence. 

9.  That India must not surrender to the corporate houses that are singularly pursuing their business interests and undermining the rights and privileges of the communities such as Adivasis living in the forest areas, Scheduled caste people living on the margins of society and the communities living in the coastal areas for centuries. 

10.  That India must have an integrated policy frame work for the eco-friendly management of its cities. The cities right now are contributing to pollution due to weak public transport system. The rampant use of private vehicles in the absence of satisfactory public transport system in the cities is only causing emission of more greenhouse gases. This is very clear that the government has no plans to reinforce the public transport system only to benefit the private car manufacturers. This must end with the integrated public transport policy for the cities in particular. 

11. That the rich nations make an agreement on burden sharing principles between the North and the South and that the North take responsibility for emission of the developing countries as the rich countries have forced the South to adopt their technologies and models of economic development.

12. That the climate change mitigation must not be viewed in isolation from the highly important challenges such as accessibility to energy, clean water, alleviation of poverty and economic growth in the emerging economies.

13. That the CGP India is of the view that time has to unburden the national economies of the process of globalization and marketisation and move towards the concept of gram swarajya or village governance system in order to achieve local solutions to the climate change issues.

14. That biodiversity is conserved in accordance with the international instruments and commitments and protected areas be created and managed with the approval and cooperation of the local communities like gram sabha. Evictions and resettlements of the forest, indigenous and coastal communities must not occur at any cost.

Chapter 4: Discussion on the themes of in depth survey

OBSERVATIONS OF THE STATE UNITS OF THE CGP INDIA AT THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
The State Units of the CGP India:
1. Delhi-NCR

2. Chhattisgarh
3. Karnataka

4. Tamil Nadu

5. Uttarakhand

All five state units formed their groups and sat separately at the IPC venue and had threadbare deliberations. The groups also discussed common issues but in their own ways. The outcome of the Group discussions came out to be meaningful and thoughtful. 
1. DELHI – NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION:
The Delhi -- National Capital Region (NCR) Group i.e. the group comprising Delhi and the city’s surrounding areas in the neibhbouring states deliberated on several issues related to the climate change situation in the Delhi NCR that is under threat of climate change. 

The groups observed that the level of awareness about climate change was comparatively high among the middle class as the class was exposed to the various media sources. However, this class of society remains reluctant to intervene or take action. On the other hand majority of the marginalised -- socially, economically and politically -- are less aware of the hazards posed by the new climate conditions since their day to day living is at stake.

The group also observed that Delhi-NCR, one of the most populated regions in the world, has been experiencing ecological threats for a long time. Decrease in the number of water bodies, decrease in the moisture regime due to overuse of the groundwater and decrease in the water level of the Yamuna and Hindon rivers that flow through the NCR have further deteriorated the situation. 

The NCR roughly inhabits more than four crore (40 millions) people. Most of these people, who come to this region from the various parts of the country, face all kinds of difficulties created by the climate change situation. They hardly get adequate water and electricity because there is no adequate precipitation. The glaciers up in the hills of the Himalaya are already melting at a high speed. Due to decrease in rainfall, the hydro-dams are not able to generate adequate electricity and the rivers are unable to deliver. 

According to the group discussion, the climate change has posed a big question mark before the formidable 40 million people. So the time has come to start thinking right away about the problem and collectively try to find solutions that are acceptable to most of the people and not harmful to the ecology and environment of the Delhi-NCR.

The group appreciated that realising this, the NCR-Delhi Chapter of the CGP India has already started work on this issue and held one workshop on the issue. The idea is to form an alliance of the NGOs and VSOs at the first stage and then create awareness campaigns and ultimately evolve the campaigns into the grassroots movements for the restoration of the ecology the Delhi-NCR and encourage people to make best use of the rainwater like digging pits to collect rain water so that the ground water level goes up. Similar other campaigns may be taken up collectively and built into movements.

It took note of the fact that the process of globalisation and marketisation has further aggravated the situation. For example, more than 10 million vehicles in the Delhi-NCR area are emitting pollutants in the air endlessly and the pollutants emitted by these private vehicles are actually affecting the marginalised sections that form large part. These sections depend on the public transport system for commuting and they themselves insignificantly contribute to increase pollution.

The group discussion also took note that the government policies favoured the corporate houses for the benefit of their interests and in the process the marginalised sections were further alienated. In Delhi – NCR, mostly inhabited by the migrants and people engaged in the unorganised sector, the marginalised hardly get opportunity to raise their day-to-day problems. Result is that the living conditions of the poor have not changed.

The rampant construction activities and destruction of trees have actually helped in degrading the environmental conditions. Poor people living in slums have been displaced time and again. The construction and building spree to meet the Commonwealth Games deadlines have only pushed the marginalised further and further. 

It is difficult to expect from there people to think about their climatic conditions.
It is a fact that in the name of the Commonwealth Games, the drives have been launched to make the city clear of the poor.  The rivers flowing through Delhi-NCR region are most polluted and poisonous. In Yamuna river there is no aqua life left and water remains no longer potable. The other rivers like Hindon have become dry. 

Delhi is the hub of policy-making bodies, ministries and prestigious institutions but the whole paraphernalia and intelligentsia engaged have totally failed to save Delhi-NCR from ecological catastrophe. Delhi is the national capital, yet most parts of the city lack basic amenities like water, fresh air and good housing. This is because there is total state of negligence towards the marginalised section. On the other hand, there are pockets of affluence and prosperity where big political leaders, industrialists, senior government officials and other elite section of the society reside. These islands are in absolute juxtaposition of the other areas that remain in the darkness and without electricity most of the time.

The Delhi-NCR chapter of the CGP-India is an effective group that consist of dedicated trade union leaders, pro-people journalists, mass leaders and human rights activists. They think that the Delhi-NCR Chapter must keep in regular touch with mass movements, civil society organisations, student bodies, trade unions, women’s groups and all marginalised sections so as to collectively raise the voice in Delhi – NCR, where thousands of civil society organisations are functioning but have not been able to make an effective alliance because of vested interests. The Delhi -- NCR Chapter thinks that there has to be paradigm shift in the approach of these groups if at all they want to raise issues and voices in favour of public at large.

Even as a section of intelligentsia has been raising its voice, the government agencies chose to remain adamant, indifferent and reluctant. The Delhi NCR Chapter is trying hard to mobilise civil society groups to influence the government departments, which are responsible to make policies on all aspects of the environment.

The group discussion took view of the fact that the CGP India leadership has been taking part in several national and international negotiations dealing with climate change issues. The idea is to engage more and more volunteers, grassroots workers in the negotiations and decisions making endeavour. 

It was also pointed out that that the more we knew about the climate change due to global warming, the more we got confused because parallel to the climate change discourse there was another discourse that argued that the climate change process was not a new phenomenon. In view of this, it is a huge task to dispel the notion and convince the people that the climate change is for real.

2. CHHATTISGARH
The Chhattisgarh Group observed that the people of state were aware of the climate change conditions and are worried as the local people’s livelihoods depend on the resources and bounties that come from the nature. However, most of the people, who mainly consist of the Adivasis or tribals, are not articulative about their  scientific knowledge on the climate change situation. 

The group expressed its concern that the farmers with small holdings and the marginalised communities were affected adversely as the local rivers were drying up.

As regards the percolation of information, the research institutions/ universities/ government departments do not share information with the common people. In the name of protecting and conserving forests, the indigenous people’s traditional rights over forests are being curtailed.  

Besides, activities like mining, industrialisation, privatisation of water, promotion of bio-fuel and GM crops, etc., are affecting the state’s climatic conditions that are impacting the small and marginalised farmers, unorganised labour, tribal people, Dalits, and women that constitute the largest majority in the state population. Their voice remains unheard, as they are not represented adequately at the various levels.

The local tribal population is being displaced by mindless industrialisation and new Forest Act in the state has deprived people of their forest rights resulting in their forced migration to cities. These issues need to be taken seriously the victimised local population’s problems addressed urgently that have resulted due to faulty and anti-people policies.

The group was of the view that there was an urgent need to establish a dialogue amongst civil society actors to achieve a common understanding and strategy. There are people who are working on the issue, but efforts are either isolated or limited to small pockets. There is an urgent need to evolve a process for collective work. Also, the civil society groups have to work in close cooperation with the local government bodies like Panchayat Raj Institutions. 

As regards the government’s attention, in a tribal state like Chhattisgarh, voices of the civil society groups working at the grassroots level or of the common people are hardly heard. Policies are influenced by the vested business interests influential groups. The MNCs and industrial houses play crucial role in influencing the decision-making process in their favour. In the process, the interests of larger section of society are neglected. 

In the state, there are no visible signs to indicate that effective steps are being taken to address the climate change issues. The policy documents are confined to files only and more often they are being manipulated, as there are several lacunae in the policies.

The basic background information on climate change either does not exist or easily available to the marginalised groups. However, there are several NGOs, mass movement groups, individuals, and civil society groups who are determined to make the information accessible to the marginalised. 

3. KARNATAKA
The Karnataka Group observed that there was awareness in general about the climate change and people as well as several grassroots organisations were having deliberations to find solution at the local levels even as the state government remained insensitive to the issue and therefore was not supportive. 

The group also observed that even as there was awareness about the climate change due to the global warming, meeting the basic necessities of the common people is of prime importance. The group pointed out that the people in general did not know much about the scientific studies in the field of climate change but what they knew was the knowledge about the increasing temperature, change in rainfall pattern, decrease or disappearance of several fish species, occurrence of new diseases in several species of birds, snakes, honeybees, etc. 

The group felt that basic necessities and amenities to lead a normal life were as essential as was the need to carry on the climate change mitigation efforts. The group said that it was urgent to take steps for forestation, organic farming, promotion of traditional seeds, and exposure of farmers to the organic movements in the country or elsewhere. Besides, promotion of vermi-compost, herbal plants, eco-friendly choolhas, and participation in the ecological movements and struggles.

According to the group, the climate change has impacted the life expectancy and people are forced to cope with new and unknown diseases. The climate change has also accelerated the rate of migration as the rate of crop loss has alarmingly increased. In view of this situation, the farmers are trying to find new methods of cultivation and unfortunately people’s food habits are also changing for the worst.

According to the group, the heavy use of chemicals and fertilisers in agriculture have only deteriorated the soil quality and have made it toxic. Most of the farmers are finding it difficult to deal with the situation and compelled by the circumstances to commit suicide due to crop losses and consequently unable to pay back loans to the cruel and inhuman moneylenders.

Overall, there is visible impact on the biodiversity of the state but the state is in slumber.  Neither it has any strategy to deal with the situation. The government remains quite indifferent towards adopting new and alternative technologies to mitigate the situation. Like the state government, the corporations operating from the state have hardly any concerns in this regard. 

As regards the civil society movements, some mass movements, voluntary and social organisations as well as NGOs are working hard to pressurise the government to take urgent steps to save farmers, Adivasis and common people from the impact of the climate change. The Adivasis are in the forefront of the mass movements to save the biodiversity and ecology. The government has also no effective policy to deal with floods and natural disasters. 

The fact is that there is no political will to gauge the seriousness of the climate change situation and the policies with regards to water, air, land, forests and biodiversity remain inadequate and abysmal. 

In a nutshell, the wide networks of NGOs, CSOs, CBOs, and mass movements in the state are interested in the campaigns that may lead to mitigation or local solutions. The state chapter of the CGP India has also taken initiative in this regard and two workshops on the issue have been organised so far.

4. TAMIL NADU
The Tamil Nadu Group observed that there was growing awareness on the climate change amidst the public, mostly from the ethical viewpoint rather than a scientific viewpoint. The people do not know much as to who are responsible for this, but can see the changes taking place due to the change in climate.

The negative impact of the climate change is primarily the erratic rainfall pattern. Overall, rainy days have decreased in number from 100 days earlier to 48 days on-and-average. The intensity of precipitation has also decreased and temperature has risen to 40-degree Celsius. The Tanguru virus is affecting the paddy crops. The potential threat due the change in climate remainis multi-pronged -- environmental, ecological, economic, social, cultural, and political.

The group observed that the environmental threats meant more pollution, water scarcity, deforestation, and reduction in the productivity of crops, rise in the rate of desertification in the state, which is only next to Rajasthan. The ecological threats also include erosion of coastal areas and marine life of several species. Also, the rising temperature will decrease the water holding capacity of the soil. Thus the ecological imbalance will lead to depleted biodiversity and disappearance of several species.

According to the group, the change in climate is also bound to increase social conflicts, unrests, ill-health, malnutrition, poor health conditions, disintegration of society as well as of family. Further plight of women, children, Adivasis marginalised fishing, costal and other communities in particular will alos worsen.

On the economic front, the number of the poor will further rise and so will rise the gap between the rich and the poor. This will lead to more migrations and climate refugees. Besides, there are negative impacts of the corporate driven economy and corporate controlled politics. Such a situation is also bound to change the political complexion, as there will be fights over the access to the natural bounties. In fact, the natural calamities will lead to political conflicts.

Therefore, there is an urgent need for a comprehensive policy to deal with the situation. Growth models of development also need to be reviewed and reoriented. Also, the need is to save and protect the traditional cottage industries. The roles of the key actors such as industry, corporate sector, bureaucracy, civil society sector, scientists, universities, mass media, etc., need to be redefined and they be sensitised and made aware of their respective roles. 

As regards the civil society sector, there is no viable mechanism to organise it in the state. The question therefore is: Who represents the civil society and who are marginalised in the process? The problems of the farmers with small land holdings, landless peasants, and tribal communities are also bound to increase manifold due to the new scenario arising out of change in climate.

As regards the early warning mechanism, the meteorological offices are urgently required to have early warning system in place, especially in the coastal areas. Modes like radio, television are already available and they can be put to the best use.

There is an urgent need that the Indian as well as the state governments recognise the impact of the climate change and reframe their priorities if a right kind of economic growth is envisaged. Plantation of trees at a large scale, and creating momentum is urgently called for. Grassroots NGOs and mass movements are urgently needed in order to translate the ideas into reality. Also, research and action at the grassroots level are needed to supplement and complement the endeavour from micro to macro levels.

5. UTTARAKHAND
The Uttarakhand Group observed that the people in general in the state were aware of the change in climate and saw it in different contexts depending on the level of their awareness or knowledge. The educated people have knowledge from an informed perspective, while those engaged in political or social movements are deeply concerned about the situation and have been making their respective efforts and plans to deal with the situation. The sad part of the whole exercise is that the government on the other hand is unable to move away from the established notion about the issue and has a very regimented viewpoint. 

In this Central Himalayan state, several institutions like the Forest Research Institute of India, universities and institutions like Kumaon, Garhwal, Doon, Pant Nagar, and GB Pant Institute of Himalayan Studies are engaged in the research works on the issue of climate change in their own ways, however a collective and comprehensive view has not emerged so far. Few of other institutions have formulated theories on the issue and even have taken up the task of mapping the Himalayan glaciers.

The negative impacts include drying of the rivers and other water bodies like dharas and naulas, depletion of biodiversity, fast melting of glaciers, disappearance of flora and fauna, especially of the species more sensitive and fragile. Birds, insects have been the worst victims already. Some of the species have already disappeared. This has led to the ecological imbalance. On the other hand, killer mosquitoes are comparatively new phenomenon due the climate change. Change in the pattern of rainfall is of a very grave nature. The terraced agriculture is heavily dependent on the rainfall but there are no timely rains, thus creating drought or drought like situations quite repeatedly. Pine has also destroyed the mixed-forest systems and minimised the chances of holding water by the soil as the saline pine needles do not allow most of the plants and trees to grow under them. Also, the pine needles only help the rainwater to run downwards most efficiently besides causing fires in the forests. The pine trees are real enemy of the forests in the state.

The impact is visible in other areas such as agriculture, food habits, etc. Fertilisers and chemicals have destroyed the traditional organic farming systems.

As regards representation in the national and international level meetings on the climate change or similar issues, only intelligentsia, journalists, intellectuals, representatives of the social organisation, political activists and the academicians get opportunity to represent in these meetings. The common people remain marginalised and are rarely represented. 

In the state, the impact of the climate change is mainly on the socially margnialsed communities like the shilpkars (SCs). This has implications on the social and political spheres as well. Some mass movements in the state have been able to draw attention towards the problems of these marginalised people. Also, social and political processes are already there that work towards the solution of the issue. The CGP India, before formation of the state level unit, had organised a workshop on the issues of the marginalised sections like the SCs. 

As regards the government machinery’s response to the disaster management, there are government agencies to deal with the natural disasters, however they largely remain ineffective and inefficient. Some other institutions also have minimal mechanism but they too have proved to be ineffective when there is a natural calamity. 

On top of that, there is no proper coordination among the government agencies, the social movements and the political processes on the climate change issues. Also, there is a serious lack of proper information on the subject in the local languages and Hindi in particular. Those who want to work in this area have no access to the tools and resources. Also, the organisations have their own biases and prejudices. These things are hampering the collective work. In fact, creation of resources is also called for.
Chapter V: Findings and Suggestions
From the in-depth study done by the research team and from the discussions in the regional and national  workshops with the academicians, researchers, marginalised farmers, adivasis, women and dalits, folowing are the findings consolidated:

· The academicians, researchers and middle class people are aware of the issue of climate change with some concept clarity. The final observations show that they are aware of  the present condition of the world order which is established to protect the mighty leaders of the international financial capital. The world is governed by invisible dictatorship by the great Lords of finance. There is an organised genocide worldwide on the poor, the elderly, the marginalised, the physically and mentally challenged, etc., who are considered potentially useless in the consumeristic market economy. But the marginalised majoritites from the rural and urban masses who are experiencing the impact of climate change more directly in their day to day life are not fully equipped to relate the causes and consequences and the concept of climate politics.
· There is a widespread and common feeling explicitly realised in all the discussion floors that  Northern countries must change their life style and reduce their carbon emissions urgently to save the entire Planet.
· The respondents and the participants from civil society organisations are more concerned about the health issues related to climate change. It was felt that even at this time of economic recession, the only industry that thrive with profit is pharmaceuticals and everywhere people are affected with new strains of infections. The indebtedness among the rural and urban poor had increased very steeply due to their medical expenses in recent years.
· It is felt that the post industrial revolution era of development, the majority of people were systematically marginalised for benefit of few. In this process of development, in the name of democracy, development, egalitarian society what has taken place is an irreversible destructive process. Everyone accepts and recognises “Equity” as their cardinal principle of development and goal of governance despite more than a century of development and governance process. The result is negative in all aspects of our lives. The discussion is focused on the urgency to critically look at this present development paradigm.

·  The practice of scaling development in the name of “GDP” does not reflect the real quality and happiness of everyone. So, there is an urgent need to scale development with alternative scale of quality of life and happiness. Happiness indicator invited lots of discussion and the respondents felt this aspect should be seriously taken into account in future discussions and planning too. 
Suggestions from CGP India:
· The Copenhagen Summit has to evolve a system and structure with a policy framework for the member States and governments wherein they ensure participation of people at all levels and bring them in the decision making processes.
· The Copenhagen Summit must put an end to the world financial dictatorship. This is the sole cause for the present catastrophe of eco-bio life on planet Earth.

· Relying heavily on the ruling of leading corporate thinkers, experts, politicians, economists, and cultural elite for undoing the damage caused to the Earth and humanity has resulted zero-sum. Hence, the Summit at Copenhagen must bestow the present climate repairing task to the UN general Assembly, instead of handing it over to the UN Security Council or the G-8 Group or the big corporate circle which has corporate vested interests.
· The UN must remove the Veto power only to a privileged few and provide all member countries the power to vote and decide on the majority vote system so that collective and tangible decisions are made to implement the relevant international instruments.
· All nuclear powers should destroy and demolish their nuclear stockpiles and other dangerous weapons of mass destruction.

· The United Nations General Assembly set up a UN body to act as global authority by integrating all people and nature-centred national policies for combating the threat of climate change.

· India should show courage and without being bullied by any hegemonistic power must play a lead role in the talks at Copenhagen on behalf of the whole developing world as India is a major developing country cannot shirk from its global responsibilities.

· India needs to have a paradigm shift in its thinking on the whole climate change discourse in favour of the marginalised communities. It should not change its stand quite frequently on the international and hegemonistic pressure coming from certain power blocks. Instead, Parliament should be taken into confidence. 

· India must not surrender to the corporate houses that are singularly pursuing their business interests and undermining the rights and privileges of the communities such as Adivasis living in the forest areas, Scheduled caste people living on the margins of society and the communities living in the coastal areas for centuries. 

· India must have an integrated policy frame work for the eco-friendly management of its cities. The cities right now are contributing to pollution due to weak public transport system. The rampant use of private vehicles in the absence of satisfactory public transport system in the cities is only causing emission of more greenhouse gases. This is very clear that the government has no plans to reinforce the public transport system only to benefit the private car manufacturers. This must end with the integrated public transport policy for the cities in particular. 

· The rich nations make an agreement on burden sharing principles between the North and the South and that the North take responsibility for emission of the developing countries as the rich countries have forced the South to adopt their technologies and models of economic development.

· The climate change mitigation must not be viewed in isolation from the highly important challenges such as accessibility to energy, clean water, alleviation of poverty and economic growth in the emerging economies.

· CGP India is of the view that time has to unburden the national economies of the process of globalization and marketisation and move towards the concept of gram swarajya or village governance system in order to achieve local solutions to the climate change issues.

· Biodiversity is conserved in accordance with the international instruments and commitments and protected areas be created and managed with the approval and cooperation of the local communities like gram sabha. Evictions and resettlements of the forest, indigenous and coastal communities must not occur at any cost.
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