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INTRODUCTION
This report presents the research made by the Citizens Global Platform in Brazil (CGP-Brazil) on the action panorama of the Brazilian civil society in what concerns climate change. 

Similar researches to this one were made simultaneously in India, in Tanzania and in Finland, under the general coordination of the Finnish Citizens Global Platform (CGP-Finland), with the objective of presenting a general panorama of the perspectives and challenges of an effective participation of organizations from the civil society in the field of climate change in the national scopes, forums and international spaces of negotiation.

The Brazilian research was made between June and November 2009, under the coordination of the Institute for Cooperation Development and International Relationship (IDECRI). 

The present report allows a contextualization of the coordinated action of the Brazilian social organizations on the climate change theme and on the articulation of the several Brazilian initiatives (organizations, networks, movements) with the international negotiation and initiatives. Right after, it introduces a general panorama of the main social organizations and Brazilian networks that are presently working with climate change. Through this panorama, as we wait for the completion of the Conference of the Parties from climate change Convention in Copenhagen (COP-15)
, a short analysis is made on the participation of part of these actors in the negotiation and in the parallel agenda discussed over the Conference. At last a reflection is organized on the opportunities and challenges that are presented nowadays for the Brazilian civil society on the mobilization around the theme and climate change agenda.

Part 1 – CLIMATE CHANGE IN BRAZIL: 
THE DEBATE AND THE ARTICULATION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL AGENDA 
Even though Brazil hosted the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development – UNCED 92, and at that time Brazilian civil society organizations took the effort to mobilize and be present and active at the event taking part on the developed debate, this action was considerably shy and had a low national repercussion. It is possible to state that until the mid 90’s, the subject of climate change was a theme discussed by few people. The debate was restricted to not very expressive circles of the Federal Government and from Scientific and Technical Institutions. Until 1997, at the time of the signature of the Kyoto Protocol, climate change mobilized a low participation of the Brazilian Society. 

Inserted in this context, the main articulation in the Brazilian civil society working with the climate change subject is the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development (FBOMS), specially the Climate Working Group that composes its structure. Created in 1992, the Working Group became the national cell of the Climate Action Network and, as we will see, has an important role over the information and mobilization of the Brazilian civil society for climate change. The forum and the Climate WG, specifically, gather a large part of the most active organizations around the mobilization and the debate on this theme in Brazil. These organizations are mapped and described in Chapter 2 of this study.
It is also on the FBOMS scope that an important initiative from the Brazilian civil society is developed around the mobilization for the 15th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Copenhagen, in December, 2009: a Global Campaign for Climate Action – Brazil and the Tic-tac campaign.

Another important articulation, the Climate Observatory, was created in 2002 to mobilize the organized Brazilian civil society around issues related to MDL and deforestation. Afterward, we shall see that its creation coincides with the growing repercussion caused by the theme of climate change in Brazil since the end of the 90’s.

The signature of the Kyoto protocol, in 1997, its enforcement, in 2005 and the disclosure of the IPCC Forth Assessment Report, in 2007, are considered important marks for this process, from which the climate change subject became more visible, thanks to a larger involvement of the Brazilian civil society. 

It is from that point on that other sectors of the civil society, such as NGOs involved with subjects like conscientious consumption and family farming, social movements, indigenous populations and trade unions are interested in the debate around climate change and, even having a low information about the climate regime, they play an important role when they increase the pressure over the government to make it participate constructively on the international negotiations around climate change and work for the strengthening of the regime of global climate.

The decade of 1990

FBOMS – The Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the environment and the Development, the main articulation within the Brazilian civil society organizations involved with the subject of climate change, was created in 1990 to make possible the participation of the Brazilian civil society at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development – UNCED 92. It performed an active and relevant role at this moment: it integrated the Inter Ministerial Commission of Environment (CIMA), in charge of the production of the Brazilian Government’s document presented at the conference, it was responsible for the publication of the report “Environment and Development: A view of the NGOs and the Brazilian Social Movements” and participated on the organization of the Global Forum 92 and of the International NGOs Forum (INGOF) – events that were held at the same time as Rio-92 with the purpose of gathering the organized civil society. 

Among the organizations and movements that were members of FBOMS at the time of the Global Forum 92, large organizations were left out, such as Vitae Civilis – Institute for the Development, Environment and Peace, SOS Mata Atlântica and Greenpeace Brazil and social movements in favor of the preservation of the Amazon region.

Still in 1992, Climate Brazil Network was created, in connection to FBOMS. Through the initiative of Vitae Civilis and Furpa (Parnaíba River Foundation) on the FBOMS scope, Climate Brazil network was meant to be the Brazilian equivalent of the Latin American network of NGOs of Climate Change (RELAC). 

This moment registers the first coordinated action of the Brazilian organizations on environmental issues. However, Vitae Civilis in a study in 2008, states that the involvement of organizations and Brazilian Social Movements is recent in what concerns climate change. The study shows that only since the end of the 90’s, climate change is consolidated as the theme of the Brazilian civil society agenda, becoming, specifically, an important tool for the already established debate on deforestation. The signature of the Kyoto protocol, in 1997, its enforcement, in 2005, the disclosure of IPCC Forth Assessment Report, in 2007, can be considered important marks for this process, when the climate change issue became more visible, because of a wider involvement of the Brazilian civil society. 

The 7th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in 2002, also represents an important role on what is about the growing repercussion of the climate change subject in Brazil. The debate about the use of MDL for the maintenance of forests, that marked COP7 and is a especially sensitive subject for Brazil, taken that many Brazilian social organizations, concerned about the deforestation started to be a part of the debate over climate change.

The opinion research named “What does the Brazilian leadership think about climate change and the Brazilian commitment”, done by ISER – Institute of Religion Studies, in 2008, seems to confirm this conclusion: the analysis of the results shows that, even though the climate change subject was present in the ruling of Brazilian leadership since Rio-92, the issue was only considered relevant at national level in the last five years. Kyoto protocol, in 2005, the Stern Report and the IPCC Forth Assessment Report, both disclosed in 2007, are mentioned as moments that mark the awareness by the Brazilian leadership of the climate change subject.

The 2000’s
In 2000, the Climate Brazil Network was reformulated and redrawn; a climate change working group was constituted, also on the FBOMS scope. The network became the Climate WG, joining other working groups in the current structure of FBOMS. The articulation gathers today 33 nongovernmental organizations of diversified profiles. Big organizations participate in it, such as Greenpeace and WWF Brazil, as well as small NGOs, like Potiguar Association of Nature Friends.

According to Vitae Civilis, currently responsible for the Climate WG coordination, the working group, that meets twice a year, acts since 2004 as the national cell of Climate Action Network (CAN) and, during the last years, has been pressing the Brazilian Government with petitions, position reports and meetings, trying to ensure the development and the implementation of national policies that are in accordance with the international agenda.  The working group tries to promote the advancement of Brazilian commitments and contributions.

Nowadays, the Climate WG is composed by 33 entities: Ação Popular APONG/PR; Assembléia Permanente de Entidades do Meio Ambiente do Estado do Rio de Janeiro – APEDEMA; Associação Alternativa Terrazul; Associação Nascente das Águas Puras – ANAP; Associação Potiguar dos Amigos da Natureza – ASPOAN; Centro de Estudos e Práticas de Educação Popular - CEPEPO/FAOR; Coalizão Rios Vivos; Comissão de Meio Ambiente da CUT/SP; Contato Agência Aquariana; Federação dos Órgãos para Assistência Social e Educacional – FASE; Fórum de Debates de Energia de Rondônia – FOREN; Fundação Águas do Piauí – Funaguas; GESTA – UFMG; Greenpeace Brazil; Grupo de Entidades Ambientalistas da Bahia – GAMBA; Grupo de Recomposição Ambiental - GERMEN/BA; Grupo de Trabalho Amazônico – GTA; Instituto Ambiental Vidágua; Instituto Ambiental/CE; Instituto de Estudos Ambientais - Mater Natura; Instituto de Pesquisa Ambiental – IPAM; Instituto Ipanema; Instituto Terra de Preservação Ambiental; ISAN; Instituto População, Sociedade e Natureza – IPSN; Movimento de Ecologia Social - Os Verdes; Núcleo Amigos da Terra – RS; Pangea – Associação Ambientalista Internacional; Sociedade Angrense de Proteção Ecológica – Sapê; Sócios da Natureza/SC; Sindicato dos Trabalhadores Petroleiros - SINDIPETROS/SP; Vitae Civilis – Instituto para o Desenvolvimento, Meio Ambiente e Paz; WWF Brazil.

During nearly a decade, the only articulations gathering organizations from the Brazilian civil society involved with climate change were the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the environment and development and the Climate WG. Nowadays, the Climate WG and the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the environment and development are the main places for dialogue for the Brazilian civil society when the subject is climate change. FBOMS is, yet, recognized by the Brazilian government as an important partner, a privileged place for dialogues about climate change with the civil society and it is chosen as the representative organization in many meetings with governmental instances responsible for the decision making on Brazilian environmental policies.

However, the beginning of the year 2000, as seen before, was marked by events that promoted the theme. This context defines the creation of new relevant articulations around the performance of the Brazilian civil society on the climate change subject. 

Among such organizations, the most important is the Climate Observatory. Created in 2002, inserted in the debate that permeated COP7, the Climate Observatory came up as an articulation of non governmental organizations inserted, specially, in the discussion about the use of MDL for the preservation of forests. The Observatory had its activities interrupted for nearly three years. Currently, however, it has been reactivated; it increased its action scope and is set as an important alliance of organizations, whose performance is each time more expressive and relevant.

Recently, another relevant movement around the mobilization of Brazilian civil society on the climate change issue can be noticed: many states created their forums to promote the debate about climate change initiatives and programs gathering government, private sector, academy and civil society. These dialogue spaces are important channels, and there are, nowadays, about 10 State forums on climate change. Among them: The Forum Paulista of Global Climate Change and of Biodiversity – founded in February 2005; The forum Paranaense of Global Climate Change – created in May, 2005; The Forum Baiano of Global Climate Change and of Biodiversity – created in June 2005; The Forum Mmineiro of Gglobal Climate Change – created in June 2005; the Forum Capixaba of Climate Change and Thoughtful Use of Water – created in April 2006; the State Forum of Global Climate Change and Tocantins Biodiversity – created in April 2007; The Amazon Forum of Climate Change – created in April 2007; the State Forum of Climate Change and Fight against Poverty in Piauí – created in April 2007; the Rio Forum of Global Climate Change – created in May 2007; and the Forum Gaúcho of Climate Change – created in June 2007. In the midst of the process, the interest for the theme grew in several sectors of the Brazilian civil society. Organizations that stand for family farming, that are concerned with thoughtful consumption, social movements, indigenous populations and trade unions, for instance, started to take part in the debate around the subject. Many of these organizations, however, have low information about the climate regime and find it difficult, therefore, to develop a more systematic action around the theme, besides its own specific agenda.

One among the many current challenges for the Brazilian civil society in having a better performance over climate change is the qualification and the training of the social organizations and their representatives, so that they are able to take part on the debate about the global regime of climate.

Mapping the main organizations presently involved with the subject
It is possible to state that almost all organizations and social movements involved, nowadays, with the climate change subject are members of two important articulations presented above: Climate WG and the Climate Observatory. Large international organizations present in Brazil, like Greenpeace, WWF and OXFAM, have an important role on the debates and activities developed in the scope of such dialogue spaces; however, Brazilian organizations with different profiles and sizes also perform a relevant role.

On what concerns the contours that the debate about climate change assume nowadays in Brazil, it can be stated that the climate generally comes associated with the deforestation issue composing a traditional theme at the Brazilian civil society agenda. The organizations Amigos da Terra; IMAZON; SOS Mata Atlântica; INPE; The Social Environmental Institute - ISA; Centro Vida, Institute of Ecological Researches - IPÊ; Environmental Institute, Amazon Working Group – GTA, and Aliança Povos da Floresta are some of the organizations that lead this discussion at national level. 

Smaller sized organizations also deserve to be mentioned for their contribution for the national debate, among which are Vidágua, Popular action APONG/PR;  the Permanent Assembly of Environmental Organizations from Rio de Janeiro – APEDEMA; The Potiguar Association of Nature Friends – ASPOAN and the Nature Partners - Sócios da Natureza.

There are, yet, organizations involved not only with the national climate policy, but also with the development of the debate at an international plan, following the negotiation on the UNFCCC scope. Among these organizations are Vitae Civilis and IPAM, in addition to international organizations like Greenpeace, WWF Brazil and OXFAM.

Vitae Civilis – Institute for the Development, Environment and Peace, current coordinator of the Climate WG, is one of the most active Brazilian organizations in what concerns climate change. Involved with the national and international climate policies since 1990, the organization follows the international negotiation since CoP-3, in Kyoto. Just like Vitae Civilis, IPAM – Institute of Environmental Research for Amazon, founded in 1995 concerned with the preservation of forests leading the national debate on climate change and following the negotiations at the UNFCCC scope.

However, the present debate on climate change isn’t restricted to the subjects linked to the forests. Other three axes of this debate can be identified: the issue around reducing the carbon emissions which influences the discussion about the development of clean and sustainable technologies of energy production; the issue around the adaptations needed to lessen the impacts caused by the changes imposed by climate modifications and the assistance of vulnerable populations; and the changes in the mode of production and in the consumption patterns.
Consequently, some organizations stand out by handling climate change without dealing directly with the subject of deforestation. The performance of the nongovernmental organization FASE is an example that deserves some attention. Founded in 1961 and concerned with the development of alternative models of development to the neoliberal one, it has been doing an important job standing for those who suffered from the climate events, embracing the concept of environmental justice. FASE coordinates the Brazilian Environmental Justice Network
Towards COP-15: Global Campaign for Climate Action and Brazil

The most recent and relevant articulation around the climate change issue in the Brazilian organized civil society is GCCA-BR, a Brazilian initiative linked to GCCA – a global campaign that aims the promotion of awareness within governments from the whole world for the 15th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in Copenhagen, in December 2009, represents a decisive progress in coping with climate change.    

On the scope of the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development (FBOMS), the most important articulation around the climate change issue in the Brazilian civil society was formed in June 2009, at the meeting “Climate change and international negotiation for COP-15: expectations and purposes for organizations of the Brazilian civil society”. The meeting, made possible by FBOMS and Vitae Civilis institute, based on consultations made with members of the climate change working group, occurred in Brasília. All the organizations and social organizations interested on discussing means to promote public support for a fair and equal result at the 15th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, in December 2009, were invited. The debate was about the articulation of initiatives that could contribute for the awareness and mobilization of public opinion and demand appropriate decisions at the national and global scopes.

This time, it was discussed the creation of a Brazilian campaign associated to the Global Campaign for Climate Action, a campaign created in 2006 as the result of the dialogue of leaderships from different sectors of the civil society from many countries aiming the articulation of initiatives of hundreds local, national and international organizations. At a world level, the Global Campaign for Climate Action has been implemented in many countries such as Canada, Japan, Poland and India. 

Global Campaign for Climate Action

The Global Campaign for Climate Action, created in 2006, aimed at articulating and mobilizing public opinion to foment the support to the processes of transformation and quick action to “save the planet from the dangerous levels of climate change”
. The campaign wants to create a permanent process of awareness that involves the whole civil society, not only environmental entities. Initially, however, the campaign plans the construction of a fair and equal deal at CoP-15.

In 2007, the International Council of the Global Campaign for Climate Action was created as a working group that deals with the implementation of the campaign and with the dialogue strategies and political influence over the negotiation. The Council and the GCCA working groups are composed by people from organizations of the civil society in many countries acting in different fields such as environment, human rights, poverty eradication, indigenous populations, trade unions movements, youth, education, inter religious dialogue, etc. The Brazilian Rubens Born, director of the Vitae Civilis Institute and Coordinator of the FBOMS working group on climate integrates the GCCA international council.

It is, finally, a large articulation of decentralized, but coordinated actions. There is a declared intention of implementing global initiatives valuing, simultaneously, opportunities, characteristics and local and socio-cultural contexts and experiences from the organizations that are engaged on the process. 

Global Campaign for Climate Action and Brazil: GCCA-BR

Held between June 1st and 2nd, 2009, the meeting “Climate change and the international negotiation for CoP-15: expectations and purposes from organizations of the Brazilian civil society”, organized by FBOMS and Vitae Civilis institute received more than 50 representatives and leaderships of social movements, NGOs, civil society networks and religious organizations. Among the present organizations the following were represented: IDECRI, RENAJU, CTB – Bahia, ANDI, Imazon, Terra dos Direitos, REJUMA, Argonautas, IBASE, OFXAM, CASA, MST, WWF, Rede Brasil de Jornalismo Ambiental, CONTAG, ASPOAN, Avaaz, Sociedade do Sol, INESC, APEDEMA, Institute Diversidade, IDEC, ISER, FASE, Terrazul and Heinrich Böll Foundation.

The meeting’s goal was to discuss the possibility of a Brazilian campaign associated to the global campaign of GCCA, which would be able to promote the commitment of society in the CoP-15 process. At this first moment, it was established that the Brazilian campaign had as a general objective to ease the commitment and the comprehension of positions from NGOs and social movements for the international negotiation about climate change at CoP-15 ambit. In what concerns specific objectives, the campaign aims to facilitate the dialogue and the articulation of contributions, purposes and positions of civil society groups for the improvement of the multilateral regime of climate change over the negotiation process before CoP-15. At last, this campaign made possible the articulation of initiatives of global imprint to demand from key countries, especially from Brazil, attitudes and proposals for the success of the progress of the multilateral regime at CoP-15.

At the end of this meeting, the creation of a Brazilian campaign linked to GCCA, GCCA-BR, was decided and it should be able to 1) influence the process of CoP-15 and at the same time, amplify the awareness and commitment of the many audiences related to climate change; 2) influence negotiators and positions from the Brazilian government and from other countries on the international negotiation, in an effort to deepen the commitments on reducing the greenhouse gas emissions and at the same time, showing to the several audiences what are the implications on opportunities, earns and losses for the local sustainable development; 3) contribute and get harmonized with the local campaign; 4) highlight voices and faces of those affected by local climate change and associate local challenges of adaptation and mitigation with the international negotiation and results from CoP-15; 5) contribute for the alteration of the development model in Brazil and in the planet, and drive the measures and mitigation  policies and adaptation to climate change; and 6) highlight justice aspects, equality and urgency for the alternatives to mitigate and get adapted to climate change, but demand responsibility and effectiveness of actions from those who are the main causers of the climate crisis, both in the international and national levels.

Because of that, a small team which mission was to facilitate the execution of the Brazilian campaign was created to promote its results and to organize a schedule of mobilization and actions. There were also working groups that were created to elaborate a Brazilian campaign, which main challenges were to associate local challenges and problems with global challenges from the climate crisis, searching for a Brazilian image and language.

In July 3rd, in São Paulo, the first meeting of the advisory council from the Brazilian campaign about the climate (GCCA-BR) was held. It was negotiated then, that the conduction of the GCCA-BR would be taken by a Coordination Group (GC), getting an executive coordination under its orders (CE) and counting on an advisory council (CC) for support and orientation of its initiatives. 

CE and GC activities would also count on the support of working groups (WGs): the WK Content and articulation; WG Mobilization and WG Communication. Among the organizations whose representatives are members of the working groups are: Vitae Civilis, FBOMS, Ibase, Inesc, ISER, FGEB, Sociedade do Sol, Terra de Direitos, Avaaz, FASE, WWF, Sócios da Natureza, CTB, ASPOAN, OXFAN, Terrazul, Movimento Nossa São Paulo, APEDEMA – RJ, IDEC, Rejuma, CASA, Institute Diversidade, COEP, Rede Mata Atlântica, GTA, Rede Ambiental do Piauí – REAPI, Argonautas, Artigo 19, ANDI, Fundação Heinrich Böel and Rede Brasileira de Jornalismo Ambiental – REBIA.

About the advisory council it was determined that: “The GCCA-BR advisory council has the objective of offering subsidies for decisions of the GCCA-BR coordination group, after facilitating the establishment of links with other segments of the society and lending credibility for the campaign. “Its members are chosen either as representatives of the participant organizations from GCCA International in Brazil, or as individuals with highlighted capacity for contributing for these objectives”. The current members of this council are: Cristiane Fontes, Fabio Feldmann, Gabriela Barbosa Batista, Graziela Tanaka (AVAAZ), Iara Pietricovsky, Carlos Rittl e Regina Cavini (WWF), Katia Maia (OXFAM), Kjeld Jakobsen, Lisa Gunn, Marcelo Furtado (GREENPEACE), Rubens Born (Vitae Civilis) and Rubens Gomes.

About the coordination group it was defined that “The coordination group (GC) is formed by members of the advisory council with availability to be more dedicated to GCCA-BR, and it will work as a faster decision and consultation instance, backing the actions of the executive coordination (CE)“. 

Thus, for the executive coordination (CE) of GCCA-BR, the following staff was designated: General coordination: Rubens Harry Born, Executive-Coordinator: Aron Belinky, Coordination support: Esther Neuhaus, Administrative support: Danny Rivian and Marcelo Cardoso.

It was agreed that a “letter of principles” would be elaborated, with the essential elements of the campaign, in a clear and accessible language.   

Minimum Platform and Brazilian goals
After the first meeting of the advisory council of the Brazilian Climate Ccampaign (GCCA-BR), in July 2009, the objective of the campaign was redefined. Its new formulation expresses in a clear manner the tension that surrounds the relationship between the organized Brazilian civil society x the Brazilian State in what concerns the international negotiation of climate change. The text about awareness and mobilization was abandoned and a very objective position was adopted with a new writing that talks explicitly about the intention of pressuring the Brazilian government: “Goal: Get a firmer and audacious position from the Brazilian government at CoP15, adopting specific commitments as well as amplifying its positive leadership position, proposing ambitious actions and intentions that are connecting and coherent, lined up with the most recent scientific knowledge and with both Brazilian and the whole world’s long term strategic interests.”

At this moment, GCCA-BR also got a “minimum platform”, tuned with the guidelines of GCCA: 

1) Create a new international mark, ensuring that global warming will be much lower than 2⁰ C compared to the average of the pre-industrial age.  

2) Establish targets and mechanisms so that the descendent trajectory of global emissions of greenhouse effect gases start before 2020.  

3) Establish ambitious and hard goals concerning the emission reduction of greenhouse effect gases by the developed countries, ensuring that the reduction will be of at least 40% until 2020, when compared to the levels of 1990; 

4) Foment a substantial reduction over the growth curve of emissions by the developing countries, including the establishment of measurable objectives and national measures that are appropriate for those. 

5) Legally establish financial mechanisms to enable the reduction of emissions and the adaptation programs over the developing countries, to cover the areas and communities that are more vulnerable to climate change. 

6) To approve the creation of solutions and mechanisms of REDD (Reduction of the emissions of the deforestation and Forest degradation) that are able to stimulate and reward tropical countries for the reduction of deforestation and emissions associated to it, and for the maintenance of the forests in their lands, in a fair way and in a way that the right of the indigenous and traditional populations is ensured and are consistent with the sustainability of the human development; and 

7) To adopt measures and policies in different levels that are able to promote the sustainability and dignity of human development and the integrity of essential ecological processes, through the transformation of economy and the enforcement of democracy.

The Tic-tac campaign
On August 29, 2009, GCCA released the TckTckTck campaign worldwide, a regressive count of 100 days to COP-15. In Brazil, GCCA-BR released a similar campaign under the name of Tic-Tac campaign. 

For the Brazilian launch, GCCA-BR invited all for a mobilization day, the “Climate Change Tck,Tck,Tck Action Day: 100 days to Copenhagen”. On August 29th, 2009, 8 capitals of the country inaugurated big clocks – 3 meters high - with a “tic-tac panel”, registering the regressive count to CoP 15. Greenpeace Brazil coordinated the action production and the clocks, widely promoted by the Brazilian press.

Still in August 2009, the launch of the Brazilian site of the GCCA-BR campaign and of the Tic-Tac campaign was organized: www.tictactictac.org.br. On the site you can find information about the campaign, its mission, working structure, the coordination contacts and the latest news from the global and Brazilian campaigns.  

Within the scope of the Tic-tac campaign, GCCA-BR established three action axes: 1) The creation of a logo for the Tic-tac campaign and the dissemination of this logo, turning it into an icon of the will for specific and immediate actions for the climate; 2) the initiative of GCCA in making a global signature list in support of the actions for the climate in Copenhagen that gave visibility to the mobilization and the demands that surfaced during the global campaign; 3) the completion of public simultaneous actions articulated worldwide, focused in three action days (08/29; 09/21 and 10/24) and during COP15 (7 to Dec. 18/09).

About the public actions, the first action day was in August 29th, 2009. As previously mentioned, that day registered the world launch of the TckTckTck campaign and the Brazilian launch of the Tic-tac campaign. Clocks were inaugurated all over the country, registering the regressive count for COP 15. The second action day, September 21st, anticipated the UN general assembly of UNO, the meeting of G20 about the climate and the Bangkok meeting (the preparatory for COP15). Initiatives bringing attention for such important international events, still connected with the activities of the world Day without cars, made by GCCA-BR. Among such initiatives there were bike rides, walks and other manifestations that focused the reduction of gases emissions from the greenhouse effect. The third action day, itself, was on October 24th, 2009. Promoted by GCCA global coordinated with the global action promoted by the NGO 350.org, the mobilization activities in Brazil and in the world, tried to unite civil society around the number 359 – the limit of carbon concentration at the atmosphere that the world must, according to GCCA and 350.org, adopt to avoid an environmental catastrophe, measured in parts per million. 
GCCA-BR also planned mobilization activities during the Climate Conference in Copenhagen.  
Part 2 – ACTORS AND INITIATIVES IN BRAZIL
This chapter intends to identify the main civil society actors in Brazil that have been working with the climate change issue, highlighting the kind of cooperation and alliances that they have with each other with other national and international networks. 
When identifying such actors and describing shortly the focus of their performance regarding climate change as well as their articulations with national and international initiatives, it is our intention to draw a panorama that offers subsidies for further analysis on the state of the art of such work in Brazil.  
About that, we call your attention to the following information from the technical files about each one of the organizations and networks:  

a) Mission and Actions: Who are these organizations and networks and what do they do, in general lines;

b) Participation in networks: what kind of cooperation do they have with other organizations in Brazil and which are the climate change networks in which they participate.
c) Actions regarding climate change:  to identify and describe the focus of the performance of these organizations in their approach towards climate change.
Name: Greenpeace

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1992

Mission/Actions:  

Greenpeace is a global and independent organization that advocates the environment and promotes peace, inspiring people to change their attitudes and behaviors. Investigating, exposing and fighting environmental crimes, we challenge the decision makers to review their position and change their concepts. They also defend solutions that are economically possible and socially fair, that may offer hope for this generation and for the next ones either.

Greenpeace works in a single way, encouraging and showing the ways for change. It isn’t a research, a political or a maintenance institution. Greenpeace acts to expose environmental crimes or to show a way to ensure planet sustainability. They work to mobilize people and encourage them to change their attitudes and behavior. To achieve these goals, Greenpeace:

Investigation: The investigative work done by Greenpeace starts when any kind of aggression is done to the environment. They are an experienced organization in what comes to collecting data and analyzing it. This characteristic gives it enough authority and credibility to disclose their findings.

Denouncing: After the investigation, they disclose the results and expose the responsible for the aggression. Greenpeace also alerts the population about all the problems connected to that aggression, showing the scene where the problem is held, what is happening, what the consequences are and how the problem could be solved.

Confrontation: Greenpeace has many ways of non-violent confronts. Depending on the seriousness of the aggression and of the agent, they opt to confront it/him in a different way. The confrontations can be: direct actions, direct communication or protests. The confrontation is a way to put Greenpeace in the place of the aggression. The activists of Greenpeace take the risk to ensure the presence of the organization at the place.

Inspiration: They believe that changes can only happen when a group of people change their behavior and embrace their responsibility to protect the planet. Their performance wants inspire people to act and cause transforming changes in the way our society produces and consumes natural resources. Greenpeace inspires people to protect the environment and promote peace.

Solution Proposition: When denouncing a problem, Greenpeace always offers a way to solve it, with alternatives that are economically possible and socially fair.

Performance scope: International

Participation in networks:

It is a member of FBOMS, of both Tic-tac and GCCA-BR campaigns, a member of the Climate Observatory and of the Climate WG.

Actions regarding climate change:

Greenpeace has a very relevant performance regarding climate change in Brazil. It is present in the meetings promoted by the Brazilian government, trying to influence its decision; it acts together with the organized civil society, trying to capacitate it for the debate; and acts towards the Brazilian civil society promoting campaigns for social mobilization around the theme.

The deforestation and the Amazon issues have a privileged status for Greenpeace Brazil, but the organization is also involved with debates about the oceans, energy and food production, more specifically the production of transgenic food. All these work fronts make Greenpeace Brazil an important organization for the Brazilian discussion on climate change.

The organization is, nowadays, involved with the international negotiation on climate change in Brazil towards COP 15, promoting a series of public interventions and participating in the Tic-tac campaign. More than that, it promotes the campaign “World Day without cars” and a series of actions that aim to raise the discussion about climate change and influence the Brazilian position in the negotiation. 
Greenpeace also produces important documents about the climate change issue, among which is are the study about the dynamic of deforestation in the Amazon region. 
To show the government and society the serious consequences of climate change and how they already affect everybody’s lives, Greenpeace has been all over Brazil to document the impacts of global warming. Many interviews were done with victims from extreme climate phenomena, each time more frequent and intense, and with scientists that study the causes and consequences of the increase in the temperature on earth. As a result of this work, Greenpeace released, in 2006, a report and a documentary that synthesizes the impact of global warming in Brazil. (http://www.greenpeace.org.br/clima/filme/home/). 

Name: WWF Brazil

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: Their activities in Brazil began in 1971, and in 1996 WWF Brazil was created.

Mission/Actions: 

WWF-Brazil is a nongovernmental organization dedicated to nature conservancy, aiming to harmonize human activities with biodiversity and to promote the thoughtful use of the natural resources to benefit citizens of this generation and the next ones. WWF-Brazil, created in 1996 and based in Brasília, develops projects all over the country and integrates the WWF network, the largest independent network for nature conservancy, acting in more than 100 countries and supported by around 5 million people, including associates and volunteers.  

Their mission is to support the Brazilian society in what comes to nature conservancy, harmonizing human activity with the preservation of biodiversity and with a thoughtful use of natural resources for the benefit of citizens today and for the future generations.

Currently, WWF-Brazil runs many projects in partnership with regional NGOs, universities and governmental bodies. It develops activities to support research, legislation and public policies, environmental education and communication. There are also projects for the viability of preservation units, by stimulating sustainable economic alternatives, involving and benefiting local communities. 


Performance scope: International

Participation in networks:

It is a member of FBOMS, of both Tic-tac and GCCA-BR campaigns, a member of the Climate Observatory and of the Climate WG.

Actions regarding climate change:

Regarding climate change, the organization develops the program Climate Change and Energy. WWF-Brazil and the WWF network proposes many solutions to avoid the progressive temperature increase. Among them are the Kyoto protocol and its mechanisms and the UN framework conventions. Yet, WWF organizes many campaigns to incentive the adoption of clean and renewable energy sources like the hydroelectric, eolic and other sources. Performance area: This program is thematic, so it works in general around the country’s theme. 
WWF-Brazil’s Climate Change and Energy program has the objective of proposing mitigation and adaptation actions, like promoting the use of renewable energies and energetic efficiency over the Brazilian energetic array. In this sense, WWF published in 2006 the report “Sustainable Electric Agenda 2020: a study of scenarios for an efficient, safe and competitive Brazilian electric sector”. During CoP-13, it launched the report “Vicious cycles of Amazon: drought and burnings in the greenhouse forest”. It recently reported a preliminary about the risks and expansion opportunities of Ethanol 36 in Brazil and also reported a survey, in partnership with IPAM, UFMG and Woods Hole Research Centre, about the potential of carbon reductions associated to the implementation of program 37 ARPA.
The program Climate Change and Energy includes the following actions: Planet Time, Vote for the planet, Climate Witness, Think Again Videos, Ecological Footprint, Efficient house, Sustainable Electric Agenda.
It is very involved with the international negotiation for the post-2012 period and, currently, with the SNAPP Project – Developing National Proposals for post 2012 Climate Agreements which involves Brazil, China, India and South Africa, it is also performing a research that shall be finished in 2009 on deforestation and climate and another one on energy and climate, focusing on the international negotiation for the post-2012 period. Further, WWF-Brazil is implementing a vulnerability study on the wetland basin, with many local actors and develops a vulnerability analysis of the electric system for the generation of hydroelectricity. It also plans REDD actions. 
Name: Amigos da Terra Brasil (Earth Friends Brazil)
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: Their activities related to ecology began in 1970. In 1998, the organization adopted the name Amigos da Terra Brazil.

Mission/Actions
Amigos da Terra Brasil (NAT/Brazil) is a civil society organization of public interest (OSCIP) based in Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, working for the last 40 years with environment protection.

How it works: It develops programs, campaigns and projects that mix resistance actions, mobilization and transformation. The programs are developed around priority thematic axes of action. The campaigns are based on specific actions of join effort to answer to a determined demand. The projects are the enablers and supporters of the organization’s programs and campaigns. 

Strategic lines: Mobilization: Through the support to local communities, mobilization of public opinion and support and participation in social, political and environmental struggles. Resistance: Through collective actions of communitarian basis resistance, direct actions, public manifests, through political incidence and influence and through the building of and participation on strategic alliances with social movements and organizations. Transformation: Through awareness raising, promotion and support to existent experiences and new initiatives or solutions for the construction and creation of new democratic structures, systems and processes, with a focus on the existent ones; experimenting, creating and sharing knowledge systems. 
Participation in networks:

It is the Brazilian chapter of Amigos da Terra International. It is a member of FBOMS, of the Climate Observatory and of the Climate WG.

Performance regarding climate change:

Regarding climate change, Amigos da Terra Brazil undertakes the program Energy and Climate Justice. The program’s goal is to disseminate research and information about the energy issue, aiming the expansion of democratic participation in the society on the discussion and planning of a future that goes towards the view of another possible world, universalizing the access of energy that is generated and distributed in a sustainable and fair way. 
The program is reasoned on the development of a series of activities at local, national and international levels, focused on monitoring and on the discussion of policies and projects of generation and distribution of energy, considering its socio-environmental impacts and its sustainable alternatives. 
In Porto Alegre, since the beginning of its implementation in December 2000, the organization Amigos da Terra Brazil has created and has been enforcing a contact and information network that gathers NGOs, researchers and companies working in the sector. These contacts have motivated initiatives such as the active and collective participation in public audiences of big energy generation enterprises in the South of Brazil and the organization of debates and local seminars, as well as qualifying the participation of Amigos da Terra in what concerns its performance in the discussion forums on public policies for the sector, like in the State and National environmental councils (CONSEMA e CONAMA).

Since the energy crisis announced in May, 2001, considering its impacts on the speed of the projects of energy generation projects with high social and environmental risk and the weakening of the legislation, Amigos da Terra resumes and take the coordination position, along with other organizations and civil society movements, of the Energy Working Group, along the lines of the FBOMS’ Energy WG.  

At national level, Amigos da Terra follows the main discussions on the climate change issue as a member of the Climate Observatory and of FBOMs’ Climate WG. 

The perspectives for change in the Brazilian energy array, with increased use of gas, diesel, oil, waste asphalt and coal in power plants, has increased the group's interest in this subject, and has guided its participation and research on the causes of global warming. 
Name: Social-Environmental Institute
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1994

Mission/Action
Founded on April 22nd, 1994, ISA incorporated the material and immaterial heritage of 15 years of experience of the program Indigenous People in Brazil held by the Ecumenical Center for Documentation and Information (GDP / CEDI) and the Center for Indigenous Rights (NDI) in Brasilia. Both are organizations that have their role recognized in issues of indigenous rights in Brazil.
In the late 80’s, a series of events and processes marked a period of intense interactions among different segments of the organized civil society in Brazil, in the social and environmental strands: the process of formulation and approval of collective social rights and of the environment in the Federal Constitution (1987/88), the campaign of the Forest Peoples Alliance (1989), the Indians Meeting in Altamira (Pará) to protest against a wide official hydroelectric plan in the Xingu River (1989) and the organization of the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements as a preparation for Rio 92 (1990) and the United Nations Conference itself (1992).

The organization’s mission is to offer solutions in an integrated manner to social and environmental issues, ISA acts to defend social, collective and diffuse rights and welfare that are related to the environment, cultural heritage, human and peoples rights. 

Participation in networks:

It is a member of FBOMS and of the Climate Observatory.

Performance regarding climate change:

ISA recently started to work with the climate change issue. Its most relevant performance is the examination and use of economic tools for conservation with a focus on climate change and deforestation reduction. 
Name: Vitae Civilis

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1989

Mission/Action
Vitae Civilis – Institute for Development, Environment and Peace, is a non-profit and non-governmental organization (NGO), that acts to contribute for the construction of sustainable societies, or societies that reconcile human development in all its dimensions (economic, cultural, social, etc.). It is associated with environmental conservancy, with democracy and with social justice as a basis. 
Founded in 1989, in São Paulo, Brazil, the institute adopted the name Vitae Civilis, which means (in Latin) "to the civil society," indicating an option to support the strengthening of citizenship and of civil society organizations.

The mission of the organization is to "promote sustainable development by supporting the development and implementation of participatory public policies, create and disseminate knowledge and practices in the areas of climate, energy, water and environmental services; and strengthen organizations and initiatives of the civil society in such areas."
About the action strategies, Vitae Civilis aims to: promote inter-sector dialogue about policies, economics and individual or institutional practices of importance to social-environmental sustainability, promote studies, preferably using participative methods to better support the actions of sustainable development, foment and participate in partnerships for the establishment of actions and initiatives for sustainable development through the organization, training and strengthening of networks and civil society organizations to contribute to the improvement of public control (governance) of institutions and policies, public or private, in the thematic areas of relevance for their programs.
To increase efficiency, Vitae Civilis works based on a systemic view, considering complementary initiatives that are integrated on the fields of human knowledge, of public policies and of practices and actions of individuals and organizations. Therefore, Vitae Civilis uses as a strategic fundament the tripod of political work (public), research (research-action) and practices (demonstrative practices):

    - To act on public policies, Vitae Civilis prioritize the obtaining of knowledge through research-action and through the promotion of demonstrative practices. 
    - To develop demonstrative practices, Vitae Civilis tries to integrate them to works developed around public policies and the obtaining of knowledge; 
    - Consequently, the research-action is performed to better characterize the performance of Vitae Civilis in public policies and in the development of demonstrative practices.

In other words, the strategic foundations of Vitae Civilis are connected to the expansion of efforts and improvement of individual and collective commitments, training (development of the actors involved) and knowledge.
Performance scope: National

Participation in networks:

Regarding national networks, Vitae Civilis is a member of FBOMS, of CBH-SP (civil society Forum on the committees of watersheds in São Paulo), of the Brazilian Network of Multilateral Financial Institutions, of the Brazilian Local Agenda 21 Network, of the Climate Brazil Network, of the Mata Atlântica Network, of the Vale do Ribeira Advisory Ecotourism Group, of the Brazilian Agenda 21 network, of the Brazilian Environmental Justice Network, of RENOVE – National Network of Civil Society Organizations for Renewable Energies. 
About the international networks, Vitae Civilis is a member of CAN (Climate Action Network International), of CAN-LA (Climate Action Network Latin America), of CURES (Citizens United for Renewable Energy and Sustainability), of ELCI (Environmental Liaison Centre International), of FAN (Freshwater Action Network), of GCAP - Global Call to Action Against Poverty, of RING (Regional International Network Group), of RIO+10 (Danish initiative for RIO+10), of Coalisão Rios Vivos, da RLB (Latin American Network for Woods) and of SUSWATCH (Sustainability Watch).

Vitae Civilis also participates in the following councils:

- CBH-AT (Committee of Watersheds from Alto Tietê)

- CBH-RB (Committee of Watersheds from Ribeira river of Iguape)

- CDS/ONU (UN Committee of Sustainable Development)

- CONSEMA-SP (Environmental Council of São Paulo State)

- CNRBMA (National Council of Mata Atlântica Biosphere Reserve)

- CPDS (National Commission of Sustainable Development Policies and Agenda 21)

- CT-APRM - SL/AJ (Technical Chamber of the Protection and Recovering of Springs in São Lourenço and Alto Juquiá)

- FBMC (Climate Change Forum)

- Climate Change Forum of São Paulo State
- FSC (Forest Stewardship Council International)

- PRONABIO/CONABIO (Coordinating Commission of the National Program of Biodiversity)

There are also alliances with local partners. Among the local alliances are the local neighborhood associations, NGOs and even informal groups operating in the field of sustainable development with growth potential or established leadership, but in need of some kind of technical or institutional support and sometimes even financial resources to strengthen their actions.
Member of the Tic-Tac  - GCCA-BR campaigns.

Performance regarding climate change:

About climate change, Vitae Civilis develops the Climate Change and Energy Program. In order to face the challenges associated with global climate change, Vitae Civilis developed this program with the main objective of collaborating with the development and implementation of public policies, economic activities, production systems and consumer habits that minimize the social impacts and the dangerous effects of changes in the climate system and enhance renewable energies.
Since 1990, Vitae Civilis follows the processes that involve both national and international policies on climate change: it is a member of FBMC, participates in the Climate Action Network, coordinates the Climate/FBOMS working group, participates in the CONAMA’s WG for adaptations to climate change, among others. It is the Brazilian non-governmental organization that follows and participates on the international negotiations about climate change for longer, and that has been trying, especially since COP3, in Kyoto, to inform the Climate WG and other interested people in the Brazilian civil society about the events on the negotiation rounds.

Moreover, since the mid-90’s, it carries out activities to promote the sustainable use and conservation of Mata Atlântica to avoid deforestation. Among these initiatives there are some studies about local perceptions of payment mechanisms and compensations for the protection of environmental services that are specifically relevant, promoting agro-forestry initiatives, sustainable tourism and extraction of non-timber products. Since 2005, they run the project "Ecotourism in São Lourenço da Serra: income generation and environmental conservation" in order to generate income and employment, involving the avoided deforestation in the Paiol Maria private reserve of nature protection as an example of an effective measure. In partnership with the Earth Watch Institute, Vitae Civilis has received groups of collaborators of HSBC bank in Paiol Maria, under the Partnership and Volunteer Program for Climate Change (HSBC Climate Partnership), a global environmental program to meet the urgent threats of climate change around the world, which counts on education and training actions, research and dissemination of information made possible by a broad range of partnerships, including NGOs. As a representative of civil society on the committees of the watersheds of Alto Tietê and Ribeira do Iguape, which includes the area of São Lourenço da Serra (SP) where its office stands, its performance on springs conservancy involves the establishment of the existent connection between climate change and water resources, a work that is also performed by Ipanema Institute (RJ). 

Under Vitae Civilis Climate and Energy Project, there is the Solar Cities initiative, in partnership with the National Department of Solar Warming of ABRAVA, which main target is to encourage the mobilization of Brazilian civil society through seminars that call the attention of the municipal public administration for the creation of laws that encourage the use of solar power. São Paulo law number 4.459/07 which determines water heating through solar energy in the new edifications is a results of such effort, that was disseinated all over Brazil. With the initial objective of supporting legislations in up to 20 cities, the Solar Cities project fomented similar proposals in 60 cities, and ABRAVA estimates that the sector growth achieved 30% a year due to this initiative. 

Vitae Civilis is also involved in discussions and initiatives on the use of environmental sustainability criteria for biofuel production. In partnership with the 40 organization that compose Amigos da Terra - Brazilian Amazon, involved in the discussions about sustainable biofuels, it elaborated a project to deepen the dialogue on the sustainability of biofuels in Brazil, from the moment of production to its consumption. This partnership created an informal network of organizations that currently has the participation of SmartWood, ECOA, 4 Corners of the World, Mater Natura, but intends to incorporate other institutions. This initiative contributes to the mitigation of climate change as it tries to create sustainability for a renewable energy source that could reduce a (small) part of the greenhouse gases global emissions, on one hand, and foster the debate about sustainable mobility, on the other hand. 

Still on the biofuels issue, in 2006, Vitae Civilis, along with Amigos da Terra Brazil (NAT-Brazil), produced a study called "Towards the sustainability of sugar cane ethanol production in Brazil." Currently, the NAT-Brazil continues to work with the biofuels and energy issues that are closely related to climate justice. On the Consumer Week of 2008 (March), Vitae Civilis launched in partnership with IDEC, the campaign "Change the consuming habits, not the climate", which goal was to educate consumers for the fact that their consumer habits cause impacts on the planet, offering alternatives to change daily habits and requiring effective actions from businesses and governments to mitigate climate change. On the campaign website there is a carbon emissions calculator, a petition demanding public policies of mitigation and adaptation to climate change for the federal government and also a postcard meant for supermarkets asking them to track the meat they sell, so that they don’t buy from areas of illegal deforestation in the Amazon. The Brazilian Institute for Consumer Protection and its involvement with the sustainable consumption is an example of new sectors of civil society that have been engaging in the climate change struggle.
The Esquel Brasil Group Foundation and the Pernambuco Association for Nature Conservancy (SPP) influence and monitor policies related to desertification in Brazil, such as the National Action Program to Combat Desertification and Mitigation of the Drought Effects (NAP) and the UN Convention to fight Desertification (CCD) and have been trying to integrate these themes with climate change. They are members of the articulation on the Brazilian Semi-Arid (ASA), a network that links NGOs, churches and social movements involved with quality of life issues, development and prevention of desertification in the semi-arid region. Vitae Civilis constantly tries to involve organizations that are members of ASA Desertification Group, in the Climate WG.

Name: FBOMS

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1990

Mission/Actions
The Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development (FBOMS) was established on June 18, 1990, when their first meeting was held, in a room inside the College of Public Health, at the University of São Paulo.
This forum’s mission is “To achieve balance between social, economic and environmental issues in the search for sustainable development, in order to create a fair, equal and environmentally-sound society.” 
After Rio-92, the members of FBOMS decided for their continuity aiming the consolidation of the existent articulation. Thus, there were networks and working groups to monitor and participate in the implementation of the agreements of Rio-92 and its aftermath, as well as to promote the insertion of FBOMS in the formulation of public policies. It is worth mentioning that FBOMS, since its creation, has always managed to gather non-governmental organizations, mostly small and medium-sized, as well as social movements (trade unions, traditional and indigenous populations, community associations, among others).
Their national action includes the FBOMS representation in different forums, participation in national conferences, working with multilateral financial institutions and the development of the Information Access Project. Their international operations include the work developed with the United Nations, with the World Social Forum and with the World Trade Organization.
Structure: National Meeting, WGs Council, National Coordination, Brasília Office, Working Groups and affiliated organizations.

FBOMS WGs: Agenda 21, Water, Climate, Commerce and environment, Environmental Rights, Environmental Education, Energy, Forests, Integration, Youth, Chemicals, Social-biodiversity, Sustainable Tourism, New WGs. 

Concerning the relationship with the Brazilian government, FBOMS has participated, through its coordination and its Working Groups (WGs) in the legislative process and the discussions on draft laws, such as the National System of Protected Areas - SNUC, Patent Law, Environmental Crimes Law, Forest Management, National Policy on Climate Change and Bio safety. It is present in a large number of councils and decision making groups, such as the National Commission on Biodiversity (CONABIO), the National Forests Commission (CONAFLOR), National Water Resources Council (CNRH), National Commission for Sustainable Development Policies and Agenda 21 (CPDS), the National Health Council (CNS), and FBOMS members are also members of the National Council on the Environment (CONAMA).
In June 2005, a Technical Cooperation Agreement was signed between FBOMS and the Ministry of Environment (MMA), in the area of environmental licensing, after lengthy discussions led by the Energy Working Group, which is an important step towards the collective construction of mechanisms for monitoring and improving the licensing process.
International Relations: FBOMS has been trying to attend international events linked to the implementation of commitments related to sustainable development, meetings of the UN Sustainable Development Commission(CDS), in Conferences of the parties (COP) of the Biodiversity Convention and of the Framework Convention about Climate change, and in NGOs International meetings. FBOMS got actively involved on the process of Rio+5 and on the Interministerial Commission of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10). It also participates in meetings of organized civil society held in parallel to the ministerial meetings of the World Trade Organization, such as in Hong Kong, in 2005. In March 2006, FBOMS organized the Global Civil Society Forum, “Welcome to the real world”, during the Biodiversity Convention CoP8, in Curitiba/Brazil, which held 40 seminars and workshops and had 6000 participants and visitors. 
For the Fifth World Social Forum, which was held in January 2005, in Porto Alegre, FBOMS joined the COB - Brazilian Organizing Committee, and coordinated its Working Group on Sustainability and Environment. It should be noted that FBOMS always worked with other national groups committed to ideals related to environmental transformation. Internationally, FBOMS interacts with various alliances and regional or global networks and is one of the coordinators of the Platform of Environmental Organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean, created during the Regional Forum of Civil Society convened by the United Nations for the Environment (PNUMA/UNEP). In 2006, FBOMS was elected as a member of the Executive Committee of the Global Civil Society in the context of UNEP. In the civil society context, FBOMS also participates in the coordination of current discussions about the reform of United Nations in the areas of environment and sustainable development.
Performance Scope: National

Participation in networks: 

Member of the Tic-tac campaign - GCCA-BR.
National Networks
• Brazilian Campaign against FTAA / WTO
• Brazilian Organizing Committee of the World Social Forum
• National Forum of Popular Participation
• Brazil Network on Multilateral Financial Institutions 
• Brazilian Network of Environmental Justice (RBJA)

• Brazilian Network for the Integration of Peoples (REBRIP)

• South Jubilee Network

International Networks:
• ASC – Social Continental Alliance
• CAN – Climate Action Network 
• CURES – United Citizens for Renewable Energy and Sustainability 
• FAN – Action Network for the Water
• OWINFS –Our World is Not For Sale Campaign
Performance regarding climate change:
During Rio-92, there were several networks within FBOMS, as the Amazon Working Group (GTA), Network Mata Atlântica (RMA) and Climate Brazil Network. In 2000, after restructuring FBOMS the Climate Network was renamed as the Working Group about Climate change (Climate Working Group) and, unlike other networks that have left the Forum, the Working Group Climate remained on FBOMS, because there was the consensus and the determination of its coordination that the climate issue should be addressed by other Working Groups such as the WG and WG Energy Forest and, therefore, one of its tasks should be the empowerment and engagement of 26 NGOs and other groups on the theme. Since then, members of the Climate Working Group meet twice a year and have dedicated themselves to pressure the Government both in international negotiations and in national policies. 
Climate WG/FBOMS acts, since 2004, as the national chapter of the Climate Action Network (CAN), and since their foundation they try to support the creation and the strengthening of NGOs and Social Movements that work with themes linked to climate change, such as forests protection, desertification, energy, etc., respecting regional realities. In the last years, the Climate WG has been pressing the Brazilian Government, through letters, position reports and meetings to develop and implement national policies that agree with the regime of international climate and drive their engagement and contributions. However, much more effort is necessary so that the climate change issue becomes a determinant factor for the Brazilian policy making and ensure its place and visibility in important departments and agencies.

In November 2007, the Climate WG released the publication “Climate Change and Brazil: Contributions and guidelines to incorporate the climate change issues in public policies", which elaboration was coordinated by Vitae Civilis and offers suggestions on how to work with climate change mitigation and adaptation issues in policies of different levels (local, state and national) in Brazil such as energy, transportation, urban management, forests and others. It was built in 2007 during the Climate WG meetings and counted on the contributions of other FBOMS WGs and on other civil society networks, like REBRIP and Brazil Network, which just recently began working with the theme. In the same month, FBOMS and Vitae Civilis presented the document to the President of Brazil and to the National Congress Mixed Commission on Climate Change, in an event organized by FBMC, and sent it to all CIM ministries, state governments and Brazilian capitals, among others. In addition, in May 2008, the Climate WG forwarded suggestions for the draft law establishing the National Policy on Climate Change, based on a preliminary project distributed by the Brazilian Forum on Climate change.
FBOMS is recognized by the government as an "interlocutor" and as an important place for dialogue. Thus, in August 2008, under the project "Dialogue Sector: Contributions for the Construction of the National Plan on Climate Change" of FBMC, FBOMS organized the consultation to the nongovernmental organizations and social movements. 
Name: Rios Vivos/ECOA

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1989

Mission/Action
ECOA is the executive secretary of the Rios Vivos Coalition. It is a non-governmental organization, founded in 1989, which operates in the environmental area and aims to promote actions to increase quality of life and preservation of natural resources. It acts locally in the Cerrado (vegetation of the Brazilian countryside) and wetlands and develops actions at national and international levels.
ECOA’s mission is to “promote actions for the environment preservation and for local development, supported by scientific investigation and traditional knowledge”. 
The organization combines scientific research, base work, monitoring of processes of environmental and social degradation, driving efforts to contribute to sustainable development through the gradual empowerment of local groups. Since its foundation, it promotes and supports campaigns for the creation of protected areas and aims to question and obtain compensation measures for the groups affected by mega-projects with significant environmental impacts. The social-environmental communication in the Wetland and in the Cerrado is also part of ECOA work.
The strengthening of the actions and the multiplication of results are made through partnerships with base organizations, research institutes, universities and with the participation in groups such as councils, forums and networks forming a web for the promotion of citizenship and improvement of quality of life. 
ECOA’s main axel was the preliminary study "Extraction and the traditional peoples in Mato Grosso do Sul", finished in 1994. Until then, there was no survey or study to identify groups that lived on the extraction of natural resources in this state. The collected data provided a base for the projects developed with the fishing communities, “isqueiros” (workers who provide baits for the fishermen), Indigenous peoples, settled peoples and also strengthened partnerships with NGOs, research and education institutes in the region.
The team of researchers, volunteers and technicians linked to ECOA is dedicated to the study of traditional populations, indigenous populations and rural areas, seeking an alternative source of income generation that includes the preservation of social-cultural and environmental identity with sustainability. Other areas of action: coordination with other groups, identification of work demands, promotion of environmental education, communication, organization of events, formulation and monitoring of public policies.

Performance scope: International

Participation in networks
It is on of the coordinators of Mata Atlântica and Cerrado networks. It is a counselor of the National Fund for the environment (FNMA) and was a member of the National Council for the Environment (CONAMA) twice. In 2002, along with other partners they created Aguapé – Pantanal Network of Environmental Education to enforce the work of educators and managers on the Alto Paraguai basin. 
It is a member of FBOMS Climate WG.

It is a member of the International Union for Nature Conservation (IUCN) and the Focal Point of the Dutch Committee of IUCN for the Basin of Rio de La Plata. It is the Executive Secretary from Wetland network of NGOs and Social Movements. It is a member of the coordination of the Articulation for the Infrastructure and Energy in South America, of the Alliance System Paraná Paraguay of Wetlands, RedeBio and the Knowledge Network of Biofuels. It is also part of the Council of the Pantanal Research Center (wetland) (CPP) and other national and international networks. 
List of municipal, state, national and international councils, forums and networks in which the organization participates:
1. Abong – Brazilian Association of NGOs;

2. Aguapé - Pantanal Network of Environmental Education;

3. Pantanal Seeds Network (wetland);

4. Agro-foresters of Cerrado Network;

5. Paraguay River Alliance;

6. Council of the Pantanal Biosphere Reserve;

7. Deliberative Council of the Environment National Fund/MMA;

8. Council of the Global Greengrants Fund (GGF-Brazil)

9. Fishing State Council of Mato Grosso do Sul;

10. Environment Municipal Council;

11. Environment and Development Forum of Mato Grosso do Sul;

12. Brazil’s NGOs Network;

13. Member of the Coordination of Cerrado NGOs Network;

14. Member of the coordination of Mata Atlântica NGOs Network;

15. Brazilian Network of Environmental Justice
16. Executive Secretary and Member of the Coordination of Pantanal NGOs and social Movements Network;

17. Executive Secretary and Member of the Coalition Coordination of Rios Vivos.
18. Dutch Committee of the International Union for Nature Preservation (IUCN NL)
Performance regarding climate change:

ECOA acts directly on the following environmental unities: Rio de la Plata basin, Paraguay system – Paraná of wetlands, Cerrado and Pantanal. The most relevant works developed by the organization are the full development of communities, energy, infra-structure and biofuels.

Following those themes as guidelines, ECOA have been taking part in the Brazilian debate about climate change. 

ECOA is involved in discussions and initiatives around the use of criteria for environmental sustainability in biofuel production. Within this debate, ECOA is part of the project headed by Vitae Civilis in Brazil to deepen the dialogue on biofuels sustainability, from production to consumption. This partnership created an informal network of organizations that currently count on the participation of Imaflora, ECOA, 4 Corners of the World and Mater Natura, but intends to incorporate other institutions. This initiative contributes to the mitigation of climate change as it tries to create sustainable conditions for renewable energy source to reduce a (small) part of the greenhouse gases global emissions on one hand, and promote the debate about sustainable mobility, on the other hand. 
Name: Foundation OndAzul

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1990

Mission/Actions
The mission of OndAzul is “to promote sustainable development, with an emphasis on Brazilian waters and associated ecosystems, through a permanent dialogue with different sectors of society, the multiplication of competence and promotion of citizenship.” 

The organization focuses its activities on areas where they can reach a larger number of Brazilians, focusing on media communication using different means like TV, Radio and the Internet, making programs and new languages, integrating media and social actors.  

With this perspective, Ondazul sets as a priority target of its strategic actions the implementation, in the coming years, of a strong communication program that broadens its action range and contributes with the emergence of a new environmental attitude.

Structure: The direction of the foundation is formed by the Board of Trustees, Audit Committee, the Chair of the Foundation, consisting of the Chairman and Vice-President and supported by the Regional Coordinators. The structure of the organization is composed by the Institutor - Gilberto Gil, the Board of Trustees, the Technical and Scientific Councils, the Creation Council and Foundation Members. 
Performance scope: National

Participation in networks: 

• APEDEMA/BA – Permanent Assembly of Environmental Organizations of Bahia

• CEEA/BA – State Register of Environmental organizations
• CMAR/UICN – Commission for the Preservation of Marine and Coastal Environments of the World Union for Preservation
• CNDS – National Commission of Agenda 21 and Sustainable Development
• CNEA – National Register of Environmental Organizations
• CONPARNA/CD – Council of Chapada da Diamantina National Park 
• CONSAGUA/RJ – State Council for the Management of Guanabara Basin/Rio de Janeiro

• NEIA/CIA – Environmental Education of the Industrial Center of Aratu

• PCTS – Commission for Technical Normalization of Sustainable Tourism
• RENASA –National Network of Food Safety
• RENOVE – National Network for Renewable Energy
• RMA –Mata Atlântica Network
• Deliberative Council of the National Fund for the Environment
• Management Council of APA from Tinharé-Boipeba

• Management Council of APA Joanes-Ipitanga

• Advisory Council of Eco Bahia (International Festival of environmental audiovisual)

• Trash and Citizenship Forum
• Forum Baiano of Climate Change
• FBOMS – Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development
Performance regarding climate change:

OndAzul promotes the sustainable development and is especially concerned with Brazilian Waters and associated ecosystems. With this focus, it acts on the field of climate change. It is a member of climate change state forums, like the Baiano Forum of climate change. 
Name: FASE and Brazilian network of environmental justice
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1961. 

The Brazilian Environmental Justice Network, coordinated by FASE, was created in 2001.

Mission/Actions 
FASE – Federation of Social and Educational Assistance Organizations– was founded in 1961. It is a non-governmental, non-profit organization which operates in six Brazilian states and has its national headquarters in Rio de Janeiro. Since the beginning it has been committed with the local organization of communitarian and associative development. Throughout the 60s, FASE launched the base of a work related to associations and cooperatives, but the coup of 64 meant that these directions had to be redefined. The resistance to dictatorship and the formation of union opposition and community-based movements have become the main focus of the entity. The mission of FASE is “to contribute for the construction of a democratic society through a sustainable development alternative.”

FASE seeks the construction of a democratic society through an alternative of development that addresses social inclusion with justice, environmental sustainability and the universalization of social, economic, cultural, environmental, civil and political rights. 
Recently, FASE has been engaged in local, national and international agreements designed to integrate networks, forums and platforms, always aiming to defeat the neoliberal policies. In the field of promotion of its principles and production of knowledge, FASE performs agreements with public agencies, monitors projects and promotes partnerships with universities. The results of these connections can be seen in dozens of publications in the publication Proposta, published for over 30 years, and in seminars, courses, lectures and campaigns conducted by the institution.  

FASE coordinates the Brazilian Environmental Justice Network, which is a network formed by representatives of social movements, NGOs, trade unions and researchers from all over Brazil. It is concerned with encouraging thoughts and actions that articulate the environmental struggles with the struggles for social justice. 

It was created in 2001 with the aim of fighting environmental injustice in Brazil. The concept of environmental injustice defines the situations where the burden of environmental damage caused by development is concentrated, prevalent in places where poor people live. The concept of environmental injustice denounces, among other things, the logic that defines places where great enterprises of mining, hydroelectric dams, transmission lines of electricity, pipelines and other works, such as deposit of waste toxic or chemical residues will be installed. A logic that drives all the harmful effects of development to the most vulnerable populations. 
Considering that the environmental right is still not very popular in Brazil, thanks to the low power of decision and the weak mobilization of the affected groups, the creation of this articulation aims to promote actions of complaints, develop action strategies among the multiple actors of environmental struggles and to promote research, dissemination and political pressure for the insertion of a perspective of environmental conservation in the public agenda, which is now starting to be considered also in terms of distribution and justice. 
The Brazilian Environmental Justice Network, coordinated by FASE, is the result of the effort of dozens of organizations that agree that the work in networks and articulations strengthen the mobilizations and the campaigns for environmental justice. Moreover, RBJA interacts with other organizations and networks, especially in Latin America. 
Performance scope: National

Participation in networks: 

• FBOMS

• Acción  Ecológica

• Cono Sur Sustentable

• FOBOMADE (Foro Boliviano Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo)

• GAIA (Alianza Global Anti-Incineración / Alianza Global para Alternativas a la Incineración)

• Oilwatch

• Censat (Censat Agua Viva – Amigos de la Tierra Colombia/Centro Nacional Salud Ambiente y Trabajo)

• OLCA (Observatorio Latinoamericano de Conflictos Ambientales)

• Probioma (Productividad, Biosfera, Medio Ambiente)

• Red de Justicia Ambiental de Chile

• Member of the Tic-tac campaign - GCCA-BR.

Performance regarding climate change:

The Sustainable Brazil Group: Alternatives to the globalization of FASE, whose work focuses on environmental justice, works with the climate change theme and the concept of climate justice by defending the rights of those affected by extreme climate events and also for the slow climate change. It pursuits the qualification and support of actions that resist the current dominant development model and free trade, involving affected groups, movements and base organizations in discussions about climate change and energy. In September 2008, the Brazilian Environmental Justice Network, coordinated by FASE, organized the workshop "Environmental Justice and Climate Change: Strengthening alliances to build Climate Justice".
Name: Foundation SOS Mata Atlântica 

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1986

Mission/Actions
SOS Mata Atlântica is a non-governmental organization. It is a non-profit and private organization, without political or religious ties, it was established in 1986 and  it’s mission is to defend the remnants of Mata Atlântica, to optimize the physical and cultural identity of the human communities and preserve the very rich natural, historical and cultural heritage of these regions, seeking their sustainable development. 
About its mission, the society says: "It is urgent to call our community for the exercise of an environmental citizenship, responsible and committed with the future of our country, the Mata Atlântica biome, heritage of humanity. This is a commitment for all of us as the recognition of our connection, solidarity, respect and harmony with nature. The contribution of SOS Mata Atlântica is to alert, inform, educate, mobilize and train for citizenship, catalyzing the best practices, knowledge and alliances. 
Performance scope: International

Participation in networks:

It is a member of FBOMS, of the Climate Observatory, of the Atlantic Forest NGO Network, of the Alliance for the Preservation of the Atlantic Forest, partner of the Conservation International (CI). It is also a member of the Union of the Atlantic Forest’s Fauna, partner of the National Campaign to Combat the Wild Animal Trafficking (Renctas). It is a member of the Tic-tac and GCCA-BR campaigns.

Performance regarding climate change:

SOS Mata Atlântica works with climate change with a focus on the reduction of deforestation and protection of the ecosystem of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. It is present in the Brazilian debate on climate change since Rio-92 and carries out many actions, such as the partnership with the Environmentalist Parliamentary Front and the production of studies about deforestation in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. 
The Environmentalist Parliamentary Front, a nonpartisan association, was established in February 2007, in partnership with SOS Mata Atlântica and aims to support public policies and actions that promote sustainable development. The Front, which has the support of more than 200 parliamentarians, is coordinated by Mr Sarney Filho (PV-MA). Among the issues discussed by the Environmentalist Parliamentary Front is the development of public policies to reduce the impacts of global warming. In its creation manifesto there are 17 priority points among the commitments of deputies, such as "fighting for the implementation of the Climate Change Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, and the enforcement of the commitments made by all the countries, and gradually negotiate more effective international standards of environmental protection, in order to prevent and reverse climate change. The Front has a WG about the Climate. 

SOS Mata Atlântica also develops evaluation studies on the deforestation of the Atlantic Forest, offering to the society information that can be compared with the official one. 
Name: IMAZON

Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1990

Mission/Actions
Imazon is a research institute which mission is to promote sustainable development in the Amazon region through studies, support to the formulation of public policies, wide dissemination of information and professional training. The Institute was founded in 1990 and is based in Belém, Pará. 
In 18 years of existence, Imazon has published over 290 technical papers, of which 129 have been published as articles in international journals or as book chapters. In addition, the Institute published 87 technical articles, 36 books, 11 booklets, 20 numbers of the Amazon series and 11 issues of the The State of the Amazon series. 

The organization’s mission is "to promote sustainable development in the Brazilian Amazon region through studies, through the support of formulation of public policies, wide dissemination of information and training."
Imazon studies have effectively contributed with the development of far-reaching public policies in the Amazon. 
The main contributions have been in strategic areas such as the territorial planning (zoning and land regularization), creation and implementation of conservation unities, improvement of command systems and control (with emphasis on monitoring with satellite images), improvement on the application of the environmental crime law (tools to ensure effective punishment of offenders), development of tools (e.g., credit for the activities of sustainable use), recommendations for the environmental licensing and technical standards of forest management, among others. In many occasions, Imazon has been invited to join technical committees, to assist decision makers in the executive, legislative and judicial spheres to help with the elaboration of public policies and with opinions about complex and emergent themes on the regional debate. 
Performance scope: Regional

Participation in networks:

It is a member of FBOMS and partner of The Nature Conservancy and of the International Conservation.

Performance regarding climate change:

Focusing on the Amazon issues and its implications, Imazon has been taking part on the Brazilian debate about climate change. Imazon has been producing studies for the evaluation of the deforestation, offering to the society information and data that can be compared to the official ones. 
In October 2007, nine NGOs launched the National Pact for the Forest Valorization and for the End of the Amazon Deforestation in Brazil: Amigos da Terra – Amazônia Brasileira, Greenpeace Brazil, IPAM, IMAZON, ICV, ISA, Conservation International, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and WWF - Brazil united around the pact which aims to reduce Amazon deforestation to zero by 2015 through a system of annual targets. 

In addition, Imazon develops the Climate Change Program, launched in 2008 to contribute with the emissions reduction and with the carbon sequestration in the Brazilian Amazon. Its main objectives are: (1) to contribute for the implementation, increasing transparency and efficiency in governance of REDD initiatives in the Brazilian Amazon, (2) to contribute for the monitoring of carbon emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in the Brazilian Amazon and with training and technology transfer to countries with tropical forests, (3) to encourage the development of payment mechanisms for environmental services in the Brazilian Amazon, linked to the mitigation of global warming. 

It is a partnership among Imazon and the Centro Vida Institute, the World Resources Institute, The Nature Conservancy and International Conservation. It has the support of The Nature Conservancy, Norad (Norway) and International Conservation.

Name: GTA – Amazon Working Group
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1992

Mission/Actions
The Amazon Working Group (GTA), founded in 1992, gathers 602 affiliated organizations and is structured in nine Amazon states, divided into eighteen regional collectives. They are part of the GTA non-governmental organizations and social movements representing tappers, babassu coconut breakers, fishermen, coastal communities, indigenous peoples, family farmers, quilombolas, women, youth, communitarian radios, technical advisory, human rights and environmental organizations. 
In 1992, when a world conference in Rio de Janeiro recognized that the future of the planet would depend on the environment, social movements echoed on every continent that the environmental future was also connected to another social and cultural justice. In Brazil, hundreds of popular and technical organizations from the Amazon area joined a network called the Amazon Working Group (GTA), which was created to promote the participation of forest communities on sustainable development policies. The GTA Network consists of sixteen regional collectives in nine Brazilian states that occupy more than half the size of the country involving farmers, rubber tappers, Indigenous peoples, maroon, babassu coconut breakers, fishermen, coastal and environmental groups, technical assistance, communitarian, communication and human rights organizations. 
With a large number of projects and mobilizations generating new policies and attitudes along with its partners and other social-environmental forums, the network shows that the biggest custodians of biodiversity and of the future are in the communities living in the forests, coasts, rivers and in other natural remnants. And that the cooperation of the traditional and indigenous peoples is essential to find the direction of sustainability, dignity and citizenship which also implies in changes in the habits of urban people with their consumption, their choices, their culture. In 2003, an open letter released by the advisory board of GTA warned against the model of "islands" of environmental protection surrounded by devastated areas and renewed the defense of an integrated model of sustainability. These certainties are larger than all the threats and challenges present in the Latin American Amazon. 
Performance scope: Regional

Participation in networks: 

It is a member of FBOMS, of the Climate WG, of the Climate Observatory and of the Tic - GCCA-BR campaign. Member of the Peoples of the Forest alliance.

Performance regarding climate change:

Focused on the Amazon issues, GTA works with climate change focusing on the forests issues and its implications. 
Among their major initiatives is the Forest Peoples Alliance, an organization created in 1987 and resumed in 2007. It was composed by the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon (COIAB), the National Council of Rubber Tappers (CNS) and the Amazon Working Group (GTA) and held in April 2008, in Manaus, the Latin American workshop "Climate Change and Forest Peoples: Advancing the Discussion about the reduction of Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation and the Rights of Indigenous and Traditional Peoples", in order to create a place for different forest peoples (Indigenous peoples, rubber tappers, coastal, fishermen, etc.) in Latin America to dialogue about REDD policies and were included in the process of international negotiations about  climate change. On that meeting, the articulation of an international alliance of Forest Peoples was also started. 
Name: COIAB – Coordination of the Brazilian Amazon Indigenous Organizations 
Foundation/Beginning of the activities in Brazil: 1989
Mission/Actions
COIAB (Coordination of the Brazilian Amazon Indigenous Organizations) is an indigenous, private and nonprofit organization, legally founded on April 19, 1989 from the initiative of indigenous organizations leaders acting at that time. The organization emerged as a result of the political struggle of indigenous peoples for the recognition and exercise of their rights, against a backdrop of social and political transformations that occurred in Brazil, after the Constituent Assembly, in favor of the indigenous rights. 
COIAB was established in a meeting with indigenous leaders in April 1989. It is the largest indigenous organization in Brazil, it has 75 member organizations from nine states in the Brazilian Amazon (Amazonas, Acre, Amapá, Maranhão, Mato Grosso, Pará, Rondônia, Roraima and Tocantins) among them local associations, regional federations, women's organizations, teachers and indigenous students. Together, these communities are responsible for nearly 430 thousand people, representing about 60% of the indigenous population of Brazil.
COIAB intends to serve as a mean to control and represent indigenous peoples in the Brazilian Amazon in what concerns their basic rights (land, health, education, economics and intercultural). It represents about 160 different indigenous peoples with specific characteristics, who occupy about 110 million hectares in the Amazon territory.
COIAB is based in Manaus and has a representation office in Brasília (DF) for their political articulation and to support the indigenous organizations. 
The organization’s mission is "to monitor, protect and promote the rights of indigenous peoples."
In the struggle for ensuring and promoting the rights of indigenous peoples, COIAB aims to promote the social, cultural, economic and political organization rights of the peoples and indigenous organizations of the Brazilian Amazon, contributing for their empowerment and autonomy. It also formulates strategies, seek for partnerships and for technical, financial and political cooperation with indigenous, non-indigenous organizations and national and international cooperation bodies to ensure the continuity of the struggle and resistance of indigenous peoples. 
Performance scope: National

Participation in networks: 

COIAB keeps strategic alliances with other sectors of the society. One of the first alliances of the indigenous movement was the Povos da Floresta Alliance, which is composed by COIAB, GTA and CNS – the Tappers National Confederation. This alliance was formed when Chico Mendes was still alive, in a very important moment for the insurance of the Peoples of the Forest’s basic rights in the 1988 Constitution. 

It is a member of the Climate Observatory.

Partners:  The Nature Conservancy, Amigos da Terra – Suécia, World Bank, CAFOD – British Technical Cooperation, GTZ – German Techninca Cooperation, DED – German Service for the Technical and Socail Cooperation, Ford Foundation, ICCO, IEB – Internationa Institute of Brazilian Education, Cáritas, Misereor, NORAD – Norwish Programa Norueguês para Povos Indígenas, OXFAM, USAID.

Performance regarding climate change:

COIAB takes part in the Brazilian debate about climate change calling attention to the issue of forest peoples and indigenous peoples as peoples who are specifically affected by changes in the climate. It integrates the Forest Peoples Alliances, an organization created in 1987 and resumed in 2007. It is formed by COIAB, the National Council of Rubber Tappers (CNS) and the Amazon Working Group (GTA) and held in April 2008, in Manaus, the Latin American workshop "Climate Change and Forest Indigenous Peoples: Advancing the Discussion about the reduction of emissions originated from Deforestation and Forest Degradation and Rights of Indigenous and Traditional Peoples ", in order to create a place for different forest peoples (Indians, rubber tappers, coastal, fishermen, among others) in Latin America to dialogue about REDD policies and were included in the process of international negotiations about climate change. During this meeting the articulation of an International Alliance of Forest Peoples was started. 
Name: CNS –  Rubber Tappers National Council
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 1985

Mission/Actions 
The National Council Rubber Tappers is a national organization that represents organized extraction workers into associations, cooperatives and unions. Its deliberative board is composed by 27 leaders from different extraction segments of all states of the Amazon. 

They are rubber tappers, nut, açaí and cupuaçu collectors, babassu coconut breakers, balateiros, piaçabeiros, and members of agro forestry projects, oil extractors and medicinal plants.
CNS was created in October 1985, during the 1st Rubber Tappers National Meeting, held at the University of Brasilia. It resulted from the tireless work of Chico Mendes in Acre and of the sum of initiatives and efforts to protect the forest and the land and of the reform that was taking place in different corners of the Amazon. It grew and started to articulate and represent all extraction workers, claiming their rights as legitimate defenders of the forest, because they know their value and their meaning. 
Name: Climate Observatory 
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 2002

Mission/Actions
The Climate Observatory is a Brazilian articulation network working with the global climate change issue, established on March 23, 2002. Nowadays, their coordinator is André Ferretti, from the O Boticário Foundation.

More than mere discussions with experts about climate change, the Observatory promotes the articulation of civil society organizations to press the government for strong actions for climate change mitigation and adaptation in Brazil. 
The Climate Observatory has the following goals:
    * to monitor and influence international negotiations and the Brazilian government's positions about climate change;
    * to promote dialogue among the network and the Brazilian society; the Brazilian Climate Change Forum - FBMC; all media, government officials, in all its spheres and bodies, and other social actors.
    * to propose and monitor the development of public policies and standards in the country aiming to balance the concentration of greenhouse gases on the planet, in order to eliminate the threat of climate change to mankind and all ecosystems;
    * to promote debates and extensive public consultations to assist on the definition of criteria and indicators of social, environmental, ethnic, cultural and economic sustainability and of transference and technological training, that applies to projects that use financial mechanisms of flexibilization for the reduction of the emissions of greenhouse gases;

    * to monitor the implementation and the inspection of these projects;

    * to support or promote initiatives of training, education and information dissemination of issues related to climate change, for the awareness and mobilization of society in general;
    * to promote the exchange of experiences and information and contribute for a qualified debate of climate issues within Brazil, at municipal, regional, national and international levels; 
    * to participate of forums, bodies and national and international discussion networks and consultations on climate change. 

Structure: The CO Internet site was created and is maintained by the communication and information technology teams of the Center for Studies and Sustainability of the Getulio Vargas foundation (GVces). 
Actions scope: National

Participation in networks: 

The Observatory promotes the articulation of civil society organizations to press the government for strong actions of mitigation and adaptation in Brazil concerning climate change. A good example is the process of public consultation that the CO developed during the year of 2008 to generate contributions to a National Policy about Climate change. From a preliminary document, the Observatory launched a consultation through electronic media and personal meetings in different capitals of the country to get inputs from experts and from the general public. 
Another important action was the Manifest for another National Climate Change Plan, as the proposal submitted by the government in September 2008 was considered well below of what the country needs to address this environmental challenge forcefully and mark an important place in the international context. The document was sent to the Environment Minister, Carlos Minc, on 29 October, with great repercussion in the press.
It is a member of the Tic-tac – GCCA-BR campaigns.

Actions regarding climate change:

The Climate Observatory is a NGOs alliance created in 2002 to deal especially with the opportunities and challenges that surround the CDM and forests issues. In the subsequent years, it started to deal with issues of national and international policy initiatives and supported the Climate Working Group, with petition and position reports for the federal government. After three years, the Climate Observatory, which currently has about 30 participating organizations, has resumed its work and started a public consultation process to support the legislative process of formulating a National Policy about Climate change. 
Name: Brazilian Forum of Climate Change
Foundation/Beginning of activities in Brazil: 2000

Mission/Actions
The Brazilian Forum of Climate Change, formalized by the Decree No. 3515 of June 20, 2000, aims to raise awareness and mobilize the society for the discussion and positioning around the problems brought by climate change and the greenhouse gases, and also about how the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), defined in Article 12 of the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, ratified by the National Congress through the Legislative Decree No. 1 of February 3, 1994.
The organization organizes its work on the following fields:

# Promotion and extension of the debate about climate change to different regions of the country.
# Acts helping to overcome the main difficulties for the adoption of the CDM. 
# Deepening of the discussions about issues related to Regional Development.
# Acts as a network for concerning discussions about the definitions of national development strategies. 
# Strengthening of relations between the Inter-ministerial Commission of Global Climate Change and the Forum. It also assists the government in the publicizing of the Climate Change problem and CDM problems. 
# Creation of a database about the climate change subject. 

# Establishment of a relationship with the academic community and with the business area. 

# Presents the problem to elementary and fundamental schools. 
# Qualify journalists through courses on the theme.
# It promotes the adoption of a disclosure of emissions inventories by owners of companies and businessmen. 
# Publishing of a guide on how the productive sector can show its emissions inventory
# Promotion of a seminar with the objective of structuring a climate change policy to be collectively debated with the Legislative power.
Structure: It consists of 12 ministers, the chief executive of the National Water Agency (ANA) and personalities and representatives of the civil society, with outstanding knowledge in this area or who are in charge of the climate change subject in their organizations/companies/public organs. The Forum is directed by the President of the Republic. 
BFCC is composed by the following working groups: Energy WG, State of the Art WG, Vulnerability WG, and Deforestation and CDM WG (Clean Development Mechanism).
Action scope: National


Participation in networks:

The Forum was created to assist the government in the incorporation of the climate change issue in various stages of the public policies. 
Actions regarding climate change:

The Brazilian Forum of Climate change (BFCC) was established in 2000, aiming to raise awareness and mobilize the society for the discussion and solution of problems resulted from climate change. 
Amongst the most recent and most relevant initiatives is the proposal of a national plan to fight climate change. This plan is structured around three axes: the first, deals with the government’s coordinated actions and practical measures to reduce emissions in Brazil and with adaptation measures, containing targets to measure the reducing of the deforestation rate and forest fires, the second, identifies the creation of a climate science research network and the third, provides the foundation of an institute of climate studies and to develop instruments to incorporate this issue in the decision-making process of governments. 
In July 2008, the Brazilian Forum on Climate Change was designated as the organization responsible for the promotion of dialogues with CNI, with the electricity sector, the financial sector, the business sector related to the carbon sector, the Brazilian municipal movement, nongovernmental organizations and social movements, the agriculture, forest and change of land use sectors as part of a public consultation to gather contributions for the National Plan for Climate change and Ministry of Environment appointed meetings with the Ministries of Agriculture, Mines and Energy, Cities, Transport and Development, Industry and Trade, with state governments, as well as regional and sector meetings. 
One of the goals of the Brazilian Forum on Climate Change is to encourage the creation of state forums to exert the same function as BFCC at state level, or provide a link between the state government and the civil society. These forums usually keep a close relationship with the state Environment Secretariats; they perform a work of environmental education and information dissemination, promote seminars related to the theme and are committed with the development of policies and plans about climate change. 
Part 3 – BRAZILIAN PARTICIPATION AT COP-15

The performance of the Brazilian civil society on the 15th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
A significant number of Brazilian social organizations went to Copenhagen for the 15th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-15).
Among the Brazilian (or Brazilian based) social organizations which sent representatives to Copenhagen are:
FBOMS, WWF, Vitae Civilis, CUT Environment Secretariat, REMA, Brazil Network, OXFAM, Akatu, Social Observatory, Climate Observatory, NAT/TDD, MST - Via Campesina, World March of Women, Social Environmental Institute, INESC, IMAFLORA, IDECRI, IDEC, Akatu Institute, Ipê Institute, Amazon Working Group – GTA, Greenpeace Brazil, SOS Mata Atlantica Foundation, Heinrich Boell Foundation, Forum Paulista of Climate Change and Biodiversity, Rio Negro Federation of Indigenous Organizations – FOIRN, FASE/REBRIP, ECOAR, CSA, CONTAG, COEP, CEBDS, Barca, Terra Indígena Xingu Association – ATIX e 350.org, among others.
The main acting places of such organizations were the Bella Center convention center, where the official negotiations of the Convention of the Parties was held and the Klimaforum, an alternative discussion forum to the Conference of the Parties designed to shelter the civil society organizations in Copenhagen and ensure the reunion, the exchange of experiences and the democratic building of proposals for the issues negotiated by the States. 
On the official negotiations scope, representatives of Brazilian social organizations were present as observers or as members of the large Brazilian delegation that attended the Conference of the Parties. Each of these conditions gave to the representative a distinct status, allowing access or not, to different areas of negotiation. 
Yet, at Bella Center, along with the negotiations of the parts held every day, several side events were organized but they were accessible only to those who could meet the official negotiations. Representatives of Brazilian social organizations assiduously attended such events and followed some of them. 
Therefore, it is possible to say that the Brazilian civil society representatives performed at COP-15, three major activities:
1) Networking: made contacts and exchanged experiences with social organizations representatives of all sizes and profiles from around the world. This activity contributed to the maturing of the Brazilian civil society, of their representatives and of their strategies and performances. The contact and exchange allowed the reflection on the mechanisms of participation for the Brazilian civil society in the negotiations about climate change at local, national and international levels. 
2) Pressure over the Brazilian dealers: The representatives of the Brazilian civil society who attended the official negotiations of the Convention of the Parties closely followed the dealers who composed the Brazilian delegation, playing the important role of putting pressure on them by being present and aware of the performance of the Brazilian government in the negotiations. 
3) Information and Repercussion: representatives of the Brazilian social organizations in Copenhagen played an important role in producing - in real time - reports about the development of the negotiations. Many social organizations that sent representatives to the Conference of the Parties used, during the various meetings, blogs, websites and other communication tools to report, reflect and analyze the progress of the negotiations. The information produced by such organizations contributed significantly to broaden and deepen the knowledge of the Brazilian population about what was going on in Copenhagen. 
Under Klimaforum, representatives of the Brazilian social organizations present in Copenhagen have actively participated in round tables, discussion forums and gatherings. Many of the round tables that composed the program of Klimaforum included the presence of Brazilians as panelists and some of them were organized and / or coordinated by Brazilian social organizations. 
It is important to emphasize that the role of the civil society organizations who attended the Brazilian Klimaforum transcended the formal spaces of debate and occupied the corridors: many Brazilian organizations organized interventions that mobilized the public of the event and got the attention to their causes and demands. 
Brazilian organizations have starred yet, many events during the COP-15, as well as public demonstrations throughout the city of Copenhagen. It is necessary to mention the expressive participation of most of the social organizations present in Copenhagen at the March for the Climate, which took place on December 13, 2009, and gathered around a hundred thousand people in the Danish streets. 
Regarding the action focus, it is possible, for analytic purposes, to divide the performance of the Brazilian organizations in two themes: 
1) Matters linked to the forests (specially REDD, deforestation and the debate linked to the compensation methods for environmental services)

2) Climate Justice
Following the official negotiations, participating on the parallel events that occurred in such negotiations scope and at Klimaforum, these two themes were the main ones around which the Brazilian social organizations performed a more significant role. They are polemic themes to which the social organizations – and the Brazilian Government – are sensitive. The Brazilian position and experience could be noticed, calling the attention of other actors to the Brazilian civil society’s performance in such debates. 
Finally, this brief comment and analysis of the Brazilian civil society representative’s performance at COP-15 identifies two profiles of social organization that were active in issues connected to climate change: 
1) Organizations that have great interest and willingness to take part in the debates about climate change and to act in a relevant way in the context of national and international negotiations, but do not have the experience and skills that are necessary to perform such role and to influence such negotiations effectively. 
2) Organizations that have the experience and skills necessary to actively participate in discussions about climate change and play an important role on the decision making process of the construction of a Brazilian position on the theme and act together with Brazilian negotiators pressing them during the negotiation with the other states. 
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There are considerably more Brazilian social organizations that can be identified with the first profile, in a similar proportion to the shown below:
These comments lead to two important conclusions to understand the performance of the Brazilian civil society on issues related to climate change, particularly the performance at the COP-15. 
First, it is possible to say that climate change is an issue of obvious relevance and visibility in the Brazilian society and that this situation can be perceived by the significant and growing number of social organizations interested and ready to set this theme as their focus. This is an issue that is widely discussed by the Brazilian civil society and there are many organizations - of different sizes, shapes and areas of excellence – who have, recently, gotten involved with the theme. 
However, we learned that the negotiations happen in an environment of highly technical terms, the issues discussed are sophisticated and the debate is clearly not accessible to all stakeholders. A relevant activity that is able to monitor and influence the processes of negotiation at national and international levels is only possible to those with training, information and experience. Finally, there are few organizations with a staff whose qualification allows the performance of an important role in the national and international debate about the climate. 
CAP.4 – FINAL COMMENTS
CHALLENGES FOR THE BRAZILIAN CIVIL SOCIETY ON THE MOBILIZATION AROUND CLIMATE CHANGE   

“The issue of climate change is now inserted in the agenda of the different social actors in Brazil. Scientists, entrepreneurs, NGOs and the civil society, the media, the government and the congress consider as "high" the importance of the topic” 
 

(Research: What does the Brazilian leadership think about climate change and the Brazilian commitment?  ISER, 2008) 
But is it enough to consider the theme as "relevant"? This increased awareness about the climate change issue of is leading the Brazilian society to a wider mobilization towards the reflection and action? What is it missing? 
The research mentioned above, promoted by ISER in the beginning of 2008, therefore, after the disclosure of the IPCC Forth Assessment Report, in 2007 and the documentary "An Inconvenient Truth", starred by the ex American vice President Al Gore (2006), tried to examine the views of different sectors of society about the climate change issue and found out that all of them declare the issue as one of the most important and strategic issues of our time. The interviewed representatives - 210 people leaders in their respective segments - have also shown interest in "playing their role on the climate change issue. 

For the interviewed ones, the climate change issue is an indisputable scientific fact and they affect all the segments of society, especially the poor. Although they believe they have little knowledge on the subject, the main leaders presented information from the last IPCC Assessment Report (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) as the watershed in the construction of a consistent opinion about the subject. 
According to the interviewed people, the social impacts of climate change should lead to a reformulation of public policies that focus on the reduction of inequalities and the conservancy of water resources. 
Although during the last two years we witnessed a flurry of reports in the press, of publication of studies and researches about the topic of climate change and that, indeed, many sectors of the society now recognize the theme as important, what are the strengths and challenges that are currently being faced by the Brazilian civil society concerning mobilization and climate change? 
A central point in all the interviews and information gathered during this study is the lack of quality and straight to the point information to teach citizens in general about climate change and the role of the Brazilian government and society in general in the coping with this issue. 
As we have seen throughout this study, the Brazilian civil society is very active in this field since the 90s. Many organizations in Brazil, or Brazilian offices of international organizations, are references in researches, in the reflection and in the activism in the field of climate change. However, "it’s always the same people talking to the same ones," as one of the interviewees in this research declared. It is important for the different organized groups and social movements (students, universities, basis groups, etc.) to be able to enjoy this debate and join the mobilization efforts around the issue without the need of being experts on the subject, or knowing technical matters behind it. 
It is important that not only the organizations with a strong environmental agenda become major actors in this discussion. The social, cultural and economic issues are transversal to the debate about climate change and it is important that organizations and groups working with these other "agendas" are also active in the discussion, from now on, around the issue of climate change. 
Business associations and trade unions have already participated in this debate for some years in Brazil, but it is important to stress, for instance, the debate about sustainable production and consumption on the climate change agenda. What is the companies’ role? How have workers and unions been elaborating this discussion? What is at stake in Brazil when we discuss cleaner production and consumption? 
METHODOLOGY
This research was done in two phases. 
Phase I: Survey of secondary data (internet, reports and publications) about the performance of organizations from the Brazilian civil society on the climate change theme, with the overall objective of identifying the main actors of the Brazilian civil society who worked in the field of climate change and their cooperation networks, both in Brazil and abroad.
To achieve this goal, the 1st phase included the following activities: a) a broad survey about organizations and movements that work with the theme of climate change following the guiding questions presented in the reference term developed by the general coordination of the Citizens' Global Platform; b) a selection of organizations for a more detailed search of their role in the national and in the international scene. 
Phase II: In depth interviews and field research during the COP-15, in Copenhagen.
Considering the organizations identified in the previous step, there were about 15 in-depth interviews that allowed us to enrich the reflection about some important aspects related to the actions of civil society organizations concerning the climate change issue. 
On the final stage of the research, the information gathered in the 1st and 2nd phases was complemented by the interviews and field research made during the parallel official meetings during COP-15, in Copenhagen. 
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