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have not troubled us at all. Here in Lovozero it will be soon like down 
south. Before there were insects and they would sting you, but we no 
longer need mosquito hats even. The biting midges come in August 
usually. This year there has not been biting midges or mosquitoes 
at all. Of course this is bad. I think they have disappeared from the 
northland altogether.”
Arkady Khodzinsky, Brigade №  9.

“Judging by the last year, there are almost no mosquitoes 
left in Lovozero. It can be real evidence that the climate is chang-
ing. Even some species of southern bugs and spiders appeared in 
tundra.”
Vladimir Galkin, Piras Obschina.

”Strangely enough the fish have diminished in size. There is 
hardly any fish left! There is whitefish. Here in lake Popovo for four 
years we could not catch any perch, but now we can get it again. 
There was a time that for four years you could not catch a single 
one.”
Vladimir Philippov, Brigade № 2.

“They Cannot Foresee Accurately and With 
Precision” – Changes In the Cycle of the Yearly 
Calendar

”When we ask the Elders and reindeer herders for example what 
kind of summer it will be, how much berries to expect or what kind of 
fish and how much to expect they answer us that they cannot predict 
anything because our Sámi calendar of yearly cycle has collapsed 
completely because of the changes that have taken place in the 
nature. They cannot foresee accurately and with precision. Before we 
would ask the reindeer herders and the answers would be right to the 
mark but now the predicted times keep on moving and changing.”
Larisa Pavlovna Avdejeva, Director of the Sámi Culture Center.
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“Our income diminishes because of climate 
change. Of course, and in a very drastic way. 
Even my wife has said that it would be a time to 
forget the reindeers. 
But I tell her always: ‘Tamara, we depend on 
these reindeers. 
If there are no reindeers, we have nothing to do 
here either’.” 
Vladimir Philippov, Brigade No 2.

A dog and a motorcycle in the Krasnochelje wilderness village 
during community documentation, August 2006. 
Photo by Tero Mustonen



31www.snowchange.org

Ancient Sámi symbols at the roof of the new Cultural Centre in Luujavre (Lovozero village). 
September 2003. Photo by Marko Kulmala
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